
March Highlights

Monthly News Summary
Dear Respected Member,
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is delighted to share its previous month's activities with
you:

ET Telecom Award -2025 and 5G Congress-2025: ET Telecom, the telecom intelligence arm of
The Economic Times hosted the fourth edition of the ET Telecom Awards 2025 on 24th March
2025, celebrating excellence and innovation in the telecom sector. The awards recognized
outstanding products, applications, services, and technologies, as well as the visionary companies
and leaders driving advancements in network technologies, operations, innovative implementations,
and service delivery. A total of 23 awards were presented, with 18 honouring organizational
achievements, 3 recognizing individual leadership, and 2 acknowledging impactful awareness
campaigns. The winners were selected by a distinguished 9- member jury, which included Shri
Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI. ET Telecom also hosted a "5G Congress-2025" on the same day.

National Working Party-4C (NWP-4C) 12th and 13th Meetings: NWP-4C held its 12th and 13th
meetings on March 24 and March 28, 2025, to discuss two key input documents submitted by
stakeholders. IAFI had submitted a document proposing updates to the working document on
sharing and compatibility studies for WRC-27 Agenda Item 1.13 which was already considered and
agreed in the 11th meeting with some of the key proposed changes, including aligning the start
frequency of candidate band in 800 MHz with ITU-R M.1036, Adding three new notes in Annex 2 to
reflect India’s specific usage scenarios and updating Annex 6 with details on India's terrestrial
frequency arrangements. The revised contribution was considered and approved.

Webinar on RoW by NCA-T GZB: IAFI participated in a Webinar organized by the National
Communications Academy-T, Ghaziabad, DoT on "Telecommunications (Right of Way) Rules, 2024:
Industry perspective on implementation of rules and way forward", on 24-03-2025 from 1430 to
1630 Hrs. The webinar addressed the critical challenges, opportunities, and regulatory impacts of
the new RoW rules on key stakeholders, including Rural Verticals of LSAs, Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs), Internet Service Providers (ISPs), COAI, and DIPA. Four technical sessions were
conducted, specifically focusing on industry takeaways, TSP, Infrastructure Provider, and ISP
implementation perspectives. A central theme was the persistent challenges faced by service
providers due to the inconsistent implementation of the RoW framework across states, including the
lack of online portals and protracted permission processes by state governments and local bodies,
which significantly hinder broadband penetration, particularly Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH)
deployment. The webinar served as a crucial platform to discuss strategies for effective adoption
and compliance with the 2024 regulations.

Meeting on Draft Telecommunications Rules (GSR-82(E)): Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI
participated in a meeting arranged by DoT, under the chairpersonship of Additional Secretary (T),
DoT at 11 AM on 25.03.2025 in Conference Room, 13th Floor, Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi, to
discuss the draft Telecommunications (Standards, Conformity Assessment and Certification) Rules,
2025 {GSR-82(E)}, with the stakeholders, who have provided comments on said draft rules. It is
pertinent to mention here that, after adoption of the new Telecommunication Act-2023, DoT vide
notification dated 29-01-2025, published draft Telecommunications (Standards, Conformity
Assessment and Certification) Rules, 2025, GSR-82(E), and requested stakeholders for sending
their comments, within 30 days, which are likely to be affected by the new rules. IAFI submitted its
comments to JS (T), DoT on 27-02-2025.

National Working Party 4A-2 (NWP 4A-2) virtual meeting – 27-03-2025: Seventh meeting of the
National Working Party 4A-2 (NWP 4A-2) was held on March 27, 2025 at 1100 Hrs. in virtual mode.
The meeting was chaired by Dr. S.C. Bera, Group Director, SNPA-SNSICG, Space Application
Centre. The meeting focused on finalizing the contribution on Agenda item 1.5 and preliminary
views/position on the Agenda item. As per the discussions held in the last meeting, the IAFI
submitted the updated document and same was discussed in the meeting. In addition, the issues
currently under discussion in ITU-R WP 4A, for possible identification as a topic under Agenda item
7 were also discussed. Proposal to be submitted by India, as update to the Working Document on
WRC-27 Agenda Item 1.5 – regarding regulatory measures to limit unauthorized operations of non-
geostationary-satellite orbit (non-GSO) earth stations in the fixed-satellite service (FSS) and mobile-
satellite service (MSS) were discussed and updated in the meeting. Based on the Resolution-14 of
WRC-23, draft new resolution for WRC-27 regarding “regulatory measures to limit the unauthorized
operations of non- GSO earth stations in the FSS and MSS and associated issues” was discussed
in detail and updated for submission to the upcoming meeting of WP-4A.

APT/AWG-34 meeting: The 34th Asia-Pacific Telecommunity Wireless Group (APT/AWG-34)
meeting was l convened in Kathmandu, Nepal, from March 31 to April 4, 2025. Hosted by Nepal's
Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (MoCIT) and the Nepal Telecommunications
Authority (NTA), the meeting addressed wireless system advancements in the Asia-Pacific's digital
convergence era. AWG facilitates effective radio-communication solutions and technology transfer.
At its 34th meeting, the group reviewed the existing work items, report on progress, and discuss
new proposals and related issues. IAFI submitted five contributions in the meeting.

a. Proposal for further updates to the working document, toward draft revision of APT
recommendation APT/AWG/REC-08 on frequency arrangements for the implementation of IMT in
the band frequency range 612-806 MHz (612-703 MHz and 698-806 MHz).

b. Proposals for working document towards a draft new survey report on usage of cooperative
vehicle-infrastructure ITS systems.

c. Proposal for draft Liaison Statement on completion of APT/AWG-REP-144 on WAS/RLAN.

d. Proposal for updating working document towards revision of APT Proposal for updating working
document towards revision of APT Report-136 on trends and spectrum developments for IMT
usage in 2025 ~ 2030 in Asia-Pacific region.

e. Working document towards a preliminary draft of new APT Report on emerging satellite
technologies.

BIF conference at Hotel Shangri-La: IAFI participated in the inaugural International Subsea Cable
Systems Conference, hosted by the Broadband India Forum (BIF) in collaboration with the Global
Digital Inclusivity Partnership, on 25-03-2025. The conference aimed to foster dialogue among
global experts, industry leaders, and policymakers regarding the strategic importance of subsea
connectivity for India's digital future. Recognizing that 99% of international data traffic relies on
undersea fibre cables, discussions centered on key objectives: (1) analyzing the role of subsea
cable systems in driving India's digital economy, (2) identifying policy and regulatory adjustments
needed to position India as a global data transit hub and attract foreign investment, (3) exploring
strategies for expanding India's subsea cable network while developing domestic operational and
repair capabilities, and (4) enhancing the security and resilience of India’s internet infrastructure
and international connections.

The 3rd Space Connect Webinar by ITU: The ITU Space Connect series, a monthly virtual forum,
unites global industry leaders, regulators, and specialists to explore the dynamic space sector. ITU
presented 3rd episode on March 26, 2025, regarding the "Earthbound Foundations: Critical
Network Enabling LEO Constellations." Many IAFI members joined the webinar. Moderated by Ms
Patricia Cooper from ITU, the webinar featured presentations by Ms Janet Hernandez
(Telecommunications Management Group), Ms Elizabeth Quintana (Ofcom UK), and Ms Kim
Moraes Mota (Anatel, Brazil), covering essential aspects of LEO constellation network
infrastructure. Next episode will be presented regarding “Navigating the Space Frontier: Women
Leaders Shaping the Future”, in April, 2025.

TRAI Revised Recommendations on Infrastructure/Spectrum Sharing -25-03-2025: The
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has issued its response to the back- reference
received from DoT in respect of TRAI’s recommendations dated 24.04.2024 on 'Telecommunication
Infrastructure Sharing, Spectrum Sharing, and Spectrum Leasing'. DoT, through a reference dated
07.12.2021, requested TRAI to provide recommendations on allowing sharing of core network
elements such as MSC, HLR, IN etc., among telecom operators. Subsequently, DoT, again a
reference dated 10.02.2022, informed TRAI that “to promote optimum resource utilization among
the licensees, it is proposed to allow sharing of all kinds of telecom infrastructure and network
elements among all categories of service providers for provision of authorized telecom services”,
and requested TRAI to provide recommendations on the subject. Considering the request of
stakeholders to permit inter-band spectrum sharing and leasing of spectrum in the country, the
TRAI decided to take up the issues related to spectrum sharing and spectrum leasing with the
issues related to infrastructure sharing in the stakeholders’ consultation. After a comprehensive
consultation with stakeholders, TRAI sent its recommendations on 'Telecommunication
Infrastructure Sharing, Spectrum Sharing, and Spectrum Leasing' to DoT on 24.04.2024.
Subsequently, DoT, through a back-reference dated 13.02.2025, informed TRAI that these
recommendations may not be accepted or may need modification are being referred back to TRAI
for its reconsideration. After a careful examination, TRAI has sent its response to the back-
reference to DoT on 25-03- 2025.

IAFI proposals for WTDC-25 considered by APT preparatory meeting: The Asia-Pacific
Telecommunity (APT) WTDC-25-3 preparatory meeting was held in Bangkok, Thailand, from March
17-18, 2025, to facilitate APT member preparations for the ITU World Telecommunication
Development Conference 2025 (WTDC-25), scheduled for Baku, Azerbaijan, from November 17-
28, 2025. The event was attended by 208 participants, encompassing 155 delegates from 26
Member States, 34 delegates from 19 Affiliate Members, 6 representatives from International
Organizations, one non- member participant, and 12 members of the APT Secretariat. IAFI
submitted five contributions to the meeting to revise 4 existing Resolution and one new Resolution.
These contributions were discussed, and useful suggestions were provided by a number of
member states and affiliate members. Based on these discussions, IAFI will refine and resubmit
these contributions at the upcoming APT WTDC-25-4 meeting, which is scheduled for July 14-17,
2025, followed by the final preparatory meeting, APT WTDC- 25-5, from September 15-19, 2025,
both to be held in Bangkok, Thailand.

32nd Convergence India and 10th Smart Cities India-2025 expo: Exhibitions India Group, in
collaboration with ITPO, hosted the 32nd Convergence India 2025 expo at Bharat Mandapam,
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, from March 19-21, 2025. Celebrating 31 years, the event showcased
cutting-edge technologies and fostered international engagement within the Indian ICT market. The
expo featured Telecom and Communications, IoT India, Embedded Tech India, Mobile India,
Fintech India, and Digital Gaming India Expos, highlighting key areas such as Smart Education, the
Startup Ecosystem, digital broadcasting, and e-commerce. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President of IAFI,
was invited as a Guest Speaker and delivered a lecture on “Connecting India: From 5G Leader to
6G Game Changer” during the inaugural session on March 19, 2025, focusing on Telecom &
Connectivity."

Vodafone Idea makes emergency call to DoT for equity conversions: Vodafone Idea (Vi) CEO,
Shri Akshaya Moondra requested Department of Telecommunications (DoT) Secretary, Shri Neeraj
Mittal to expedite the approval for equity conversion of the telco's impending adjusted gross
revenue (AGR) and spectrum auction dues from 2012, 2014, 2015, and 2016. This appeal comes
as the financially strained company anticipates a surge in regulatory payments. If approved, the
government's stake in Vi could increase to 49% from its current 22.6%. Vi, a joint venture between
UK-based Vodafone Plc and India's Aditya Birla Group, has informed the DoT that its current
financial situation precludes it from providing a ₹6,091 crore bank guarantee or making a ₹5,493
crore cash payment to address a shortfall related to the 2015 spectrum auction.

1. Complaint process has been made simple and more effective.

2. Customer can now make a complaint about spam/ UCC within 7 days of receiving spam as
compared to earlier 3-day time limit.

3. The access providers have been mandated to display the options for registering spam/UCC
complaints at a prominent and easy to find place in their mobile App and Web portal.

4. Time limit for taking action by the access providers against the UCC from unregistered senders
has been reduced from 30 days to 5 days.

5. To ensure prompt action against the senders of UCC, the criterion for taking action has been
revised and made more stringent. As compared to earlier criterion of 'having 10 complaints
against the sender in last 7 days' to trigger action, it has been modified to "having 5 complaints
against the sender in last 10 days'.

6. Now, Telecom operators must provide a mandatory option in the promotional messages using
which a customer may opt out of receiving such messages.

TEC arranged meeting of the WG on Satellite based IoT Solutions: The second virtual meeting
of the TEC Working Group on Satellite-based IoT Solutions was held on March 11, 2025, to review
and finalize the comments received from stakeholders on the draft Term of Reference (ToR),
including the comments submitted by the IAFI. It may be noted that the first virtual meeting of the
working group was successfully concluded on 13-02-2025, to consult all the stakeholders to
envisage requirements of telecom/ ICT/ loT in Satellite based solutions and to study national and
international best practices, benchmarks, policies/ case study being adopted and finalized
standards/ specifications/ guidelines for the Satellite based IoT solutions.

Meeting regarding NWG-3 for SG-3: The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has
established National Working Group 3 (NWG3), aligned with ITU-T Study Group 3, to address 'Tariff
and accounting principles and international telecommunication/ICT economic and policy issues' for
the 2025-2028 study period. Chaired by Member (F), DoT, the inaugural meeting on February 17,
2025, outlined NWG-3's purpose and strategic direction. Participants were informed of the
upcoming ITU-T Study Group 3 meeting from April 8-17, 2025, with a contribution submission
deadline of March 26, 2025. The Chairman urged members to submit contributions for review and
subsequent submission to the Study Group. During the second meeting on March 12, 2025, four
proposed contributions were thoroughly discussed.

1. Creation of New Work Item to develop Guidelines for a comprehensive Framework for Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI) – Proposal submitted contains information regarding G-20 meeting
and the Global Digital Compact Summit.

2. Draft Baseline Text for “Guidelines for a Framework to develop AI Principles as related to
telecommunication/ICT plans and strategies”. – Proposal submitted contains updates in the
existing base text submitted in the last SG-3 meeting as C-139.

3. Proposed draft new ITU-T Technical report on “Analyzing Market Size and Cost Models for
Satellite Internet Services” - study to get insights for the work item D.ecosat “Economic and
regulatory aspects of provision of high-speed Internet connectivity by retail satellite operators.

4. OTT Taxation

Following member feedback, it was decided that these contributions would be revised and
resubmitted in the next meeting.

11th Asia Spectrum Management Conference Bangkok: The 11th Asia-Pacific Spectrum
Management Conference, a key event in the Global Spectrum Series, convened in Bangkok,
Thailand, from March 13-14, 2025. This two- day conference facilitated in-depth discussions on
critical spectrum management issues for the APAC region and beyond, featuring interactive
sessions, networking opportunities, and an exhibition. Key topics included strategic planning for
WRC-27, the future of the upper 6 GHz band, the evolution towards 5G Standalone and 6G, the
dynamic mid-band landscape, the evolving UHF ecosystem, Direct-toDevice connectivity, the future
of microwave and mm-Wave frequencies, and spectrum pricing, licensing, and renewals. The event
featured more than thirty expert speakers, including Mr. Masanori Kondo, Secretary General, APT;
Mr. Mario Maniewicz, Director (BR), ITU; and Mr. Nobuyuki Kawai, Chairman, APG-27 & WP-
4C/ITU-R. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI moderated a session on 'Developing a Forward-
Looking Framework for the Future of Satellite Connectivity: Balancing Innovation, Accessibility, and
Competition.' Further contributing to the conference were three eminent speakers from India: Ms.
Revathi Mannepalli, JWA, WPC; Shri Jitendra Singh, Senior Director, Government Affairs
(India/South Asia), Qualcomm; and Shri Sendil Kumar, Director (Standards and Spectrum),
Ericsson.

Jio and Bharti signed agreements with SpaceX to distribute Starlink's broadband services:
Jio and Bharti Airtel have entered into an agreement with SpaceX to distribute Starlink's satellite
broadband services across India. These agreements outline a collaborative approach, where the
telecom companies will leverage their extensive retail networks to sell Starlink equipment. Jio will
further enhance customer support by providing installation and activation services. A key focus of
the partnerships is to extend high- speed internet access to underserved areas, including rural
businesses, schools, and health centers. However, the implementation of these agreements is
subject to regulatory approval, as SpaceX is currently awaiting authorization to launch Starlink
services in India. While Starlink's entry into the Indian market is noteworthy, its satellite broadband
services are unlikely to displace the established home broadband offerings of Jio and Bharti Airtel.
The later benefit from competitive pricing structures, superior speeds, and unlimited data packages.
Consequently, Starlink's services are more likely to serve as a complementary solution, enabling
the expansion of internet connectivity to remote and rural locations where traditional infrastructure
is limited. A comparative analysis of pricing reveals that global satellite internet plans, including
those from Starlink, typically range from $10 to $500 per month, with additional hardware costs of
$250 to $380. In contrast, Indian telecom providers offer home broadband plans with significantly
lower entry points, starting at $5 to $7 per month.

IAFI submitted five contributions to APT for WTDC; propose new Resolution on NGSO: The
Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) will organise the 3rd Meeting of the APT Preparatory Group for
WTDC-25 (APT WTDC25-3) from 17 to 18 March 2025 in Bangkok, Thailand. The meeting aims to
assist APT members to prepare for the ITU World Telecommunication Development Conference
2025 (WTDC-25), scheduled to be held in Baku, Azerbaijan, from 17 to 28 November 2025. The
meeting will develop preliminary positions on those matters, based on the input contributions
submitted by APT members. IAFI has submitted five contributions to the APT WTDC25-3 meeting.
Four contributions are regarding the amendments/modifications suggested by IAFI in WTDC
resolutions and also proposed a new resolution to bridge the digital divide by harnessing the
transformative potential of Non- Geostationary Orbit (NGSO) satellite systems. IAFI has been
regularly participating in various APT meetings and submitted five contributions to the APT
WTDC25-3 meeting. The four contributions are regarding the amendments/modifications suggested
by IAFI in the resolutions adopted by WTDC- 2022, as detailed below.

1. Resolution-63: Proposed amendments with aim to strengthen the effectiveness in facilitating IPv6
deployment and addressing Internet Protocol address allocation in developing countries.

2. Resolution-69: Proposed amendments aim to enhance the effectiveness of Resolution 69 in
addressing the evolving cyber-security challenges faced by developing countries.

3. Resolution-78: Proposed amendments aim to enhance the effectiveness of Resolution 78, to
counter and combat misappropriation and misuse of E.164 international telecommunication
numbering resources.

4. Resolution-79: Proposes updates for enhancing international cooperation and information
sharing among Member States, action against online platforms to disrupt illicit supply chains and
combat the online trade of counterfeit devices.

5. APT WTDC25-3/ INP-34 Proposal of a New Resolution on Itu Role in Facilitating Connectivity
through NGSO Satellite Systems: Bridging the Digital Divide.

All contributions have been uploaded on the APT WTDC25-3 portal as INP-22 to 25 and new
contributions as INP-34. It is may be noted that India has submitted highest contributions, 9 as
updated on the existing resolutions (9, 34, 43, 45, 58, 62, 84, 85, 86) and modifications suggested
in the two running proposals.

IAFI draft contribution to NWP for WP-4A: IAFI sent a draft contribution to NWP for WP-4C
regarding the progress the work of the Working Document regarding WRC-27 Agenda Item 1.5.
Contribution is to be submitted by the Indian administration to the upcoming WP-4Awhich will be
held from 5 May, 2025 in Shanghai, China. The contribution proposes draft CPM text for the agenda
item.

IAFI draft contribution to NWP for WP-4C.: IAFI sent a draft contribution to NWP for WP-4C
regarding the progress the work of the Working Document regarding WRC-27 Agenda Item 1.13.
Contribution is to be submitted by the Indian administration to the upcoming WP-4C, likely to be
held from 23 rd April to 02 nd May, 2025 in Shanghai, China. The contribution proposes updates to
the working document on Agenda Item 1.13 regarding Frequency bands to be considered for D2D.

Mobile World Congress -2025 (MWC-2025): Barcelona's Mobile World Congress (MWC) = 2025,
themed "Converge. Connect. Create.", proved to be a landmark event, uniting over 101,000
attendees, 2,700+ exhibitors, and leaders from 200+ countries, held between March 3-6. The event
served as a global platform for showcasing the latest breakthroughs in 5G, AI, IoT, and digital
transformation, with 1,200+ influential speakers addressing critical topics like 5G Inside, AI+,
Connect X, Enterprise Re-invented, Game Changers, and Digital DNA.
Minister for Communications, Shri Jyotiraditya M Scindia, significantly elevated India's presence at
MWC- 2025. Through strategic meetings with global CEOs and impactful addresses, he has
showcased India's remarkable telecom advancements. Key highlights included India's swift 5G
deployment, the world's most affordable data tariffs, the development of indigenous 4G/5G stacks,
and robust cyber- security measures. His participation reinforced India's dedication to responsible
tech governance, evident in his insightful sessions on "Global Tech Governance: Rising to the
Challenge" and "Balancing Innovation & Regulation: Global Perspectives on Telecom Policy."
MWC- 2025 underscored India's growing influence and leadership within the global
telecommunications sector.

Fourth and final meeting of NFAP -2022: The fourth and final meeting of the NFAP-2022
Review/Revision Committee was held on February 27, 2025, in the Spectrum Room, Sanchar
Bhawan. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI, and many other IAFI members participated in the
meeting. The committee finalized IND Footnotes, reviewed the frequency allocation table, and
addressed feedback on Chapters 1, 2, and 3. A key proposal from IAFI, regarding the allocation of
10 MHz spectrum for BB-PPDR, was thoroughly discussed and approved. During the meeting,
BSNL raised a request to include the 6440-6450 MHz frequency band in the IND Footnote due to its
use for their GMPCS satellite gateway station at ALTTC GZB. This request was met with objections,
as BSNL has not raised the issue timely during the WG-3 meeting. BSNL subsequently apologized
for the same.

ITU Space Connect series: The ITU Space Connect series delivers very informative monthly
virtual episodes exploring the dynamic space sector. These sessions unite global industry leaders,
regulators, and specialists to discuss a wide range of topics, including satellite technologies, space
safety, climate monitoring, emergency response, and economic development. Each episode
features expert presentations, interactive panel discussions, and opportunities for audience
engagement, with materials made available through ITU’s online portal, to examine the challenges
and opportunities of our expanding space ecosystem and its growing impact on life on Earth. All
materials are accessible through the ITU's online portal, enabling participants to delve into the
challenges and opportunities of our expanding space ecosystem and its impact on Earth. The 12-
episode series launched with 'LEO Satellite Constellation Fundamentals' on January 30, 2025 (E1),
followed by 'Authorizing LEO Services - A Global Perspective' on February 27, 2025 (E2).
https://www.itu.int/space-connect/

IAFI letter to Wireless Advisor, DoT: Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI in a letter dated February
25, 2025, requested the Wireless Advisor, DoT to consider permitting the use of antennas smaller
than 1.2 meters in the Lower Ku-Band (13.75-14 GHz). IAFI acknowledged current Radio
Regulations and ITU-R recommendations, which generally prohibit smaller antennas in this band.
However, IAFI suggested that allowing such antennas would significantly benefit India's
telecommunications infrastructure, particularly satellite communications, due to substantial
available capacity. IAFI highlighted the following advantages:

1. Improved Accessibility and Coverage: Enhanced connectivity in urban and remote areas,
supporting high-quality satellite-based services.

2. Cost Efficiency: Reduced capital and operational costs, making satellite communications more
affordable.

3. Technological Advancements: Reliable communication performance enabled by efficient antenna
designs and advanced signal processing.

4. Alignment with Global Trends: Maintaining competitiveness by aligning with international
regulations that permit smaller antennas.

IAFI has urged the Wireless Advisor to consider this regulatory change and assured that this
regulatory modification would stimulate innovation and accelerate the expansion of satellite
communication services in India, effectively addressing the escalating demand for broadband
connectivity and efficient telecommunications solutions.

NCA-T Ghaziabad workshop on Satellite Broadband: The National Communication Academy - T
(NCA-T) Ghaziabad, under the Department of Telecommunications, successfully conducted an
online workshop on February 25, 2025, focusing on "Satellite Broadband: Trends, Opportunities,
and Challenges." The event drew over 150 participants, including representatives from IAFI and
DoT, BSNL, MTNL, various government bodies, TRAI, leading Telecom Service Providers (TSPs),
Internet Service Providers (ISPs), academic institutions, and industry experts. The workshop's
primary objective was to illustrate the transformative role of satellite broadband in expanding global
connectivity, especially in regions underserved by traditional infrastructure. Speakers emphasized
how advancements in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) and Medium Earth Orbit (MEO) satellite constellations
are supporting digital inclusion, strengthen 5G backhaul capabilities, and stimulate economic
development. The Key application areas explored included bridging the digital divide, enterprise
and defence solutions, smart agriculture, and rapid emergency response. The workshop also
provided a comprehensive overview of the challenges facing satellite broadband deployment, such
as high implementation costs, spectrum allocation complexities, regulatory frameworks, and
affordability concerns. The workshop was inaugurated by the Director General of NCA-T,
Ghaziabad. Presentations were then delivered by eminent speakers: Mr. Prafulla Kumar, VP (Tech)
and Product Head (Satcom) at RJIO; Mr. Arun Agarwal, Deputy Director General (Satellite) at DoT
HQ; Mr. Harsimaranjit Singh Gill, Director of Sales at Intelsat; and Ms. Sonali Nanda, Deputy
Director of the PMA Directorate at IN-SPACe.

IAFI comments/suggestion regarding GSR 82 (E) to Joint Secretary (T), DoT: As part of the
development of new Telecom Rules under the Telecommunication Act, 2023, the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) released a draft Notification No. G.S.R. 82(E) on January 29, 2025,
outlining the proposed Telecommunications (Standards, Conformity Assessment and Certification)
Rules, 2025 and requested stakeholder feedback within 30 days. IAFI, after thorough consultation
with its industry partners, submitted comprehensive suggestions and comments on February 28,
2025, to the Joint Secretary (T), DoT, to enhance the framework for telecommunications standards
and conformity assessment in India.
https://iafi.in/system/static/uploads/pdf/IAFI-COMMENTS-%20GSR-CAB.pdf

TRAI Recommendations dated 28-02-2025 on the Framework for Service Authorisations: On
June 21, 2024, the DoT requested the TRAI to provide recommendations on the terms, conditions,
fees, and charges for telecommunication service authorizations under the Telecommunications Act
2023. TRAI initiated a stakeholder consultation on July 11, 2024, and subsequently submitted its
recommendations to DoT on September 18, 2024. In response, DoT, on January 14, 2025,
requested TRAI to reconsider specific aspects of its recommendations, particularly regarding the
authorization regime. TRAI largely upheld its original recommendations, rejecting DoT's proposed
changes. Specifically, for satellite-based services, TRAI reaffirmed its stance that a separate
authorization is necessary, maintaining its recommendation of a distinct service authorization with
lower financial obligations to encourage investment in this specialized and developing sector. TRAI
reiterated its recommendation that a separate service authorisation with reasonably light financial
obligations including low entry fees.
https://www.trai.gov.in/sites/default/files/2025-02/Recommendation_28022025.pdf

Media Showcase: Following Items relating to IAFI were covered in the media

1. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) supported the 53rd Wireless World Research Forum
(WWRF) conference, hosted by BITS Pilani Hyderabad from February 18-20, 2025. Focused on
"Smart Wireless Systems for Collective Prosperity in a Green Future," the event brought
together global experts, researchers, and industry leaders to explore advancements in 6G, AI,
IoT, and sustainable communications. Shri Bharat Bhatia, Vice Chair of WWRF & President of
IAFI, emphasized the role of next-gen wireless tec Read More

2. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) has urged the Ministry of Communications to expedite
spectrum allocation for satellite services, emphasizing the need for regulatory clarity to advance
India's digital connectivity goals. With rapid advancements in satellite technologies like LEO and
MEO constellations, delays in approvals are hindering efforts to bridge the digital divide. IAFI
highlights the importance of integrating satellite and terrestrial networks to drive innovation and
economic grow Read More

3. IAFI in the comprehensive comment on TRAI Consultation Paper concerning terms and
conditions of network authorization under new Telecom Act, 2023, highlighted critical reforms to
ensure robust telecom infrastructure, equitable spectrum access and innovation friendly
regulatory environment Read More

4. ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) hosted 4 th India Spectrum Management Conference 2024
(ISMC- 24) on 7-8 November, 2024 at Hotel Le Meridien, New Delhi. Important pivotal issues
like WRC-27 Agenda Items, Spectrum Roadmap for 4G/5G IMT technologies, 6 GHz spectrum
issues, Direct broadcast to Mobile, GSO/NGSO issues and Read More

5. During the 4th ISMC-24 organized by the IAFI, Prof Raul Kartz, President Telecom Advisor
services, LLP, USA and Prof University of San Andres, Argentina explained the economic value
of lower 6 GHz Wi-Fi spectrum, 5925-6425 MHz as Read More

6. ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) organized 4th India Spectrum Management Conference
2024 (ISMC-24) was held from 7-8 Nov, 2024 at Hotel Le Meridian, New Delhi. Event served as
the prominent forum for in-depth analysis of key issues related to Read More

7. ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) in response to a TRAI Consultation Paper submitted
comprehensive response regarding the ongoing consultation paper on Telecom Commercial
Communication. IAFI emphasized the need to expand the framework’ scope to prevent SCAM
Communication Read More

8. In response to TRAI Consultation Paper on service authorization granted under new Telecom
Act, 2023, IAFI vehemently opposes the proposed amalgamation of the GMPCS and VSAT
authorization and said that these two authorization should remain separate as Read More

9. IAFI calls for Delicensing of Captive 5G networks under Service Authorisations to be Granted
Under the Telecommunications Act, 2023. Read More

10. Bharat Bhatia, president ITU APT Foundation of India has been elected to chair the global group
in ITU that will decide the 6G standards. Read More

11. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI in a press release applauded TRAI for releasing a
consultation paper on spectrum auction, in millimeter bands 37-37.5 GHz, 37.5-40 GHz, and
42.5-43.5 GHz bands, seeking comments from the stakeholders, for future 5G deployment and
ensuring reliable and widespread 5G coverage in sectors like healthcare, robotics, and Industry
4.0. Read More

12. A new Task Force dedicated to address the challenges and opportunities in developing and
standardizing 6G technology, to focus on enhancing India’s participation in the ITU IMT-2030
framework. IAFI welcomes participation from industry, academia, research institutions, and
standards development organizations on ubiquitous and affordable connectivity, support
development of telecom and semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem, thus India taking lead in
6G Technology ecosystem and services. Read More

13. IAFI urges Department of Telecom for urgently delicensing the frequency band 5925-6425 MHz
for the use of Wi-Fi to support India’s local manufacturing innovation and export make in India
products. Considering the importance of the Wi-Fi in 6 GHz band, many major economies like
USA, Canada, France, Germany, UK, Singapore, UAE etc, have already delicensed Wi-Fi 6e
(5925-6425 MHz). Read More

14. During the “National Workshop on Learnings from WRC-23 and the way forward, planning for
WRC-27 and forthcoming ITU and APT meetings”, organized by IAFI at Hotel Hyatt Centric, MG
Road, Bangalore, Chief Guest, the Member (Technology) announced that the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) will soon initiate studies on the Citizens Broadband Radio Service
(CBRS). The studies will also address potential 5G coexistence issues with Aircraft Radio
Altimeters. Read More

Links to our Activities & Programmes

1) Letter to Wireless Advisor to the Government of India, Department of Telecommunications
(DoT), Ministry of Communications, Government of India , Shri V J Christopher for Request for
Consideration of Allowing Lower Size Antennas less than 1.2 M in the Lower Ku-Band (13.75-14
GHz)

2) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Spectrum Allocation for 6G in India

3) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Spectrum Assignment and
Regulatory Clarity for Satellite Services

4) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Strategic Spectrum Allocation for R&D and
Regulatory Sandbox to Propel India’s Leadership in 6G

5) Letter to Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister of India, Shri P K Mishra for PMO Support
needed for Innovation and Local Manufacturing

6) Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region, Government
of India Request for IAFI’s recommendation for Delicensing of Captive 5G networks under
Service Authorisations to be Granted Under the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

7) Letter to Hon’ble Minister for Communications and Railways Request for Industry consultation
on Draft Telecommunication Rules, 2023

8) Letter to Secretary, Ministry of Power Request for Implementing Green Open Access Rules for
the Telecom Sector in States/UTs

9) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Request for further extension of implementation of
MTCTE

10) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Clarification for import of NGSO Satellite Devices
under MTCTE

11) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Assignment of Spectrum for Satellite
Communication Services

12) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Request for Urgent Intervention in Equipment Theft
Cases

13) Letter to Hon’ble Minister for Communications and Railways, Government of India Urgent
need for WRC-23 follow up actions on 6GHz Band-Delicensing of 5925-6425 MHz is key to
support innovation and make in India

IAFI MEMBERSHIP
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is a non-profit, non-political, non-partisan Industry foundation
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, 1960. IAFI has been working for the
last 20 years with the prime objective of encouraging the involvement of professionals, corporate,
public/private sector industries, R&D organizations, academic institutions, and such other agencies
engaged in the development of the Indian Telecom sector. The members of IAFI are corporate
members are 28 and individual members to 135 making a total of 163 members. The EC also
emphasized on the Creation of a new member category for academia and a campaign to register
Eminent educational institutes as members.
The benefits provided to the members include an invitation to all the events of the Foundation which
include: Training programs, seminars, workshops, etc. conducted by the society on a
complimentary basis. Besides, EC Members will also have access to information related to ITU and
APT and other telecom journals where members can subscribe. Members are further eligible to
participate in ITU-T, ITU-D, and APT activities. The individual Membership Fee of IAFI has been
reversed to the previous fee that was applicable since the beginning. Please click: Membership
details

Partners Association

Activities in our focus areas during August 2024

Global satellite navigation systems are at risk from increasingly frequent jamming and spoofing of
signals, threatening the safety and security of ships and aircraft worldwide. The United Nations
agencies for telecommunications, aviation and maritime shipping have called for urgent protection
of the radio navigation satellite service (RNSS) that supports accurate global navigation and
timekeeping. ITU, together with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and
International Maritime Organization (IMO), issued a joint statement expressing “grave concern”
about the rising cases of harmful interference.

IAFI circulated the meeting invitation to members to register and attend the The 3rd Meeting of the
APT Preparatory Group for WTDC-25 (APT WTDC25-3) is scheduled to be held from 17 to 18
March 2025, Bangkok, Thailand with physical attendance as well as virtual/online participation
through Zoom meeting platform (i.e., hybrid meeting). The event will be organized by the Asia-
Pacific Telecommunity (APT) and hosted by the National Broadcasting and Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC), Thailand.

It will be fully operationalised in June-July this year, since the authorisation, service and network,
are the only things which are pending. So, it will be 100% implemented by then, Neeraj Mittal,
Secretary, Department of Telecommunications told ETTelecom. In December 2023, the then
telecom minister Ashwini Vaishnaw introduced the Bill and both houses of the Parliament passed
the Indian Telecommunications Act, 2023 that seeks to repeal the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885. It
received the presidential accent on December 24, 2023. The new framework aimed to consolidate
laws relating to development, expansion and operation of telecommunication services and
networks, and unveiled a new system of administrative allocation of spectrum for satellite
broadband services.

TRAI may limit Starlink to mobile dark areas: With Bharti Airtel and Reliance Jio forming
strategic partnerships with Starlink, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) is now expected
to expedite its recommendations on satellite spectrum pricing. Sources said that the regulator will
likely recommend that satellite companies initially focus on providing services in mobile dark areas
— regions where terrestrial networks are unavailable. This move could alleviate concerns earlier
expressed by Jio and Airtel, among other telecom operators, that global satcom players such as
Starlink and Amazon Kuiper might capture urban market share without participating in spectrum
auctions.
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