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Monthly News Summary
Dear Respected Member,
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is delighted to share its previous month's activities with
you:

ITU-R WP5D to open next week – Key deliverable is to finalize 6G Technical Performance
Requirements: The 51st meeting of ITU-R WP5D will be held in Geneva from 3 to 12 February
2026, focused on advancing the global development of International Mobile Telecommunications
toward 2030 and beyond (IMT- 2030/6G) under the auspices of the International
Telecommunication Union’s Radiocommunication Sector. WP5D is the study group responsible for
radio system aspects of IMT including IMT-2000, IMT- Advanced, IMT-2020 and IMT-2030. Key
deliverables of this meeting the finalization of Preliminary Draft New Reports on IMT-2030 technical
performance requirements (IMT- 2030.TECH PERF REQ), evaluation methodology (IMT-
2030.EVAL), and submission and consensus building process (IMT-2030/2) ahead of further study
and approval later in the IMT-2030 timeline. This meeting will build on the earlier work at WP5D
meetings — including elevation of key working documents toward draft reports — and set the stage
for concluding these deliverables in subsequent meetings, ensuring that global stakeholders and
member states can converge on standardized criteria for next- generation mobile network
technologies. IAFI and DOT have sent strong delegates to participate in this meeting.

TRAI organized OHD on Interconnection Matter on 28-01-2026: On November 10, 2025, the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) issued a Consultation Paper regarding the "Review of
Existing TRAI Regulations on Interconnection Matters," inviting comments and counter-comments
from stakeholders. The proposal aimed to review nine legacy regulations issued between 1999 and
2018, to develop a comprehensive regulation aligned with present technological developments. In
response, TRAI received 17 comments and 9 counter comments. Subsequently, on January 28,
2026, TRAI convened an Open House Discussion (OHD) presided over by the Chairman, TRAI.
The session was chaired by Chairman, TRAI and attended by two TRAI Members, Principal
Advisors (NSL) and many other senior officials of TRAI. IAFI along with various Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs), consumer forums, associations, and individuals, participated in the discussion.
During the extensive seven-hour session, a majority of stakeholders reached a consensus on three
major issues (1) shifting the Point of Interconnection (POI) to the Licensed Service Area (LSA) level
(2) Reviewing the Incoming International Termination Charges (3) Mandating that future
interconnections be IP-based. Dr. M.P. Tangirala, Member (TRAI), agreed to review the incoming
International Termination Charges (ITC) and invited detailed proposals from stakeholders by
February 10, 2026.

Webinar on Cloud Computing Organized by NCA-T, Ghaziabad: The National Communication
Academy - Technology (NCA-T), Ghaziabad organized a webinar on "Cloud Computing" on January
29, 2026. The session aimed to explore the core concepts of cloud computing, including service
and deployment models, as well as key benefits such as scalability, flexibility, and cost efficiency.
The webinar was attended by a diverse audience, including officers from Licensed Service Areas
(LSAs), the Department of Telecommunications (DoT), Telecom Service Providers (TSPs), Internet
Service Providers (ISPs), industry forums, and academia. The inaugural session was graced by
dignitaries Shri Atul Sinha, DG, NCA-T, and Shri Ashok Kumar Rawat, DDG (ICT), NCA-T.
Distinguished speakers from the Faculty of Engineering at Jamia Millia Islamia, the National
Informatics Centre (NIC), and industry experts in Cloud Architecture and DevOps shared insights
on current research, field implementations, and innovations in cloud security. Key topics discussed
were (1) The role of cloud computing in government services, the adoption of "Government Cloud,"
data sovereignty, and compliance with government policies to enhance e- Governance and digital
public service delivery (2) The shift from traditional on-premise data centers to cloud- based
operations, highlighting the move toward virtualization, shared resources, automation, and
improved resilience.

The 2nd Meeting of the APT Preparatory Group for the ITU PP-26-2: The Asia-Pacific
Telecommunity (APT) convened the 2nd Meeting of the APT Preparatory Group for the ITU
Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 (APT PP26-2) virtually, for two days from 28-29 January, 2026.
The meeting witnessed strong participation with a total of 260 delegates, including representatives
from 27 Member States and 19 Affiliate Members/Organizations. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI
along with many other IAFI members attended the meeting. The meeting focused on consolidating
regional views and reviewing the progress of preparatory activities for the upcoming Plenipotentiary
Conference. The preparatory group undertook the primary activities such as analysing the
outcomes and reports from the ITU Council Working Groups (CWGs) and various Expert Groups
(EGs) and reviewed the "Issue Papers" prepared by the Working Groups of APT PP 26, which
identify key topics for the conference. It also considered and deliberated on input contributions
submitted by APT Members and reviewed the outcomes of the preparatory processes of the ITU
and other Regional Telecommunication Organizations (RTOs) to align strategies. The meeting also
discussed the outcomes of the 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT (MC-49)
that are relevant to the scope of the APT Preparatory Group for PP-26.

Eighth virtual meeting of National Working Group-20 (NWG-20): On January 30, 2026, IAFI
participated in the 8th virtual meeting of the National Working Group-20 (NWG- 20), corresponding
to ITU-T SG-20, for the 2025-2028 study period. The meeting was organized by the
Telecommunication Engineering Centre (TEC) and chaired by Shri R.S. Singh, DDG. The session
saw wide participation from key stakeholders, including officers from DoT, TEC, and MeitY, as well
as faculty from IIT Roorkee, Ropar, and Delhi, alongside industry executives. As the introductory
meeting for the new study period, the primary objectives were to review of past outcomes –
Apprising members of the status of Indian contributions submitted and presented at the previous
ITU-T SG-20 meeting (September 15–25, 2025) and identifying work items from the active list to
prepare contributions for the upcoming ITU-T SG-20 meeting in May 2026. Chair requested the
members to review the active work items, propose new topics of interest, and submit their
contributions for the upcoming cycle.

Shri S T Abbas assumes additional charge of CMD TCIL: Shri Syed Tausif Abbas given the
additional role of Chairman and Managing Director (CMD), Telecommunications Consultants India
Limited (TCIL) for three months, from January 27, 2026, to April 26, 2026. This interim appointment
by the Ministry of Communications followed the retirement of the former CMD, Shri Sanjeev Kumar.
Shri S. T. Abbas holds the substantive position of Sr DDG and Head, TEC. He is an Indian
Telecommunication Service (ITS) officer from the 1989 batch and has previously served as a
Principal Advisor for the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) for seven years. TCIL is a
Mini Ratna Category-I public sector enterprise under the Department of Telecommunications,
Ministry of Communications.

DoT De-licenses 6 GHz Band, Paving the Way for Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7 in India: In a pivotal
decision poised to reshape India’s digital landscape, the Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
has issued a landmark order delicensing 500 MHz of spectrum in the lower 6 GHz band (5925 MHz
– 6425 MHz). Issue was consistently advocated by Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI, at every
level of the government, including with the DoT, the Hon’ble MoS and MoC, NITI Aayog, and the
Hon’ble Prime Minister since the last four years. IAFI warmly welcomed the Government's
notification, terming it a strategic milestone for the country's telecom sector. He termed the move as
a perfect complement to the ongoing rollout of 5G networks and a critical step toward future 6G
readiness. By opening the lower 6 GHz band, will see a significant enhancement in indoor
broadband speeds for homes and offices, which directly contributes to the country's GDP growth.
The decision is seen as a major boost to the National Broadband Mission 2.0. This significant policy
shift eliminates the requirement for licenses or frequency assignments to operate Low Power Indoor
and Very Low Power Outdoor wireless systems. Industry also welcomed the move as a Game-
changer policy that will stimulate domestic manufacturing and foster AI innovation-led
entrepreneurship. Furthermore, the availability of this spectrum is expected to accelerate the
adoption of advanced digital technologies in critical sectors, including education, healthcare,
industrial automation, and smart infrastructure.

22-01-2026 - https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/iafi-applauds-lower-6-ghz-delicensing-urges-
standard-power-wi-fi-framework-with-afc/

22-01-2026 - https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/india-licenses- 6ghz-band-
for-next-gen-wi-fi-technology/126958261

22-01-2026 - https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ashwani-jhunjhunwala-611b7613_a-great- initiative-to-
empower-the-infrastructural-activity-7419932531074150401-3D8h/

23-01-2026 - https://www.broadcastandcablesat.co.in/govt-delicenses-lower-6-ghz-band-for-
wi%E2%80%91fi-industry-bodies-hail-landmark-reform/

TEC and NCCS host Stakeholder Meeting on Conformity Assessment Framework: The
Telecommunication Engineering Centre (TEC) and the National Centre for Communication Security
(NCCS) jointly convened a stakeholder meeting regarding the "Conformity Assessment and
Certification of Telecommunication Equipment" on January 19, 2026. The session was held at
Manak Hall, TEC, New Delhi, and was chaired by the Sr. DDG and Head, TEC, accompanied by
various DDGs and officers from both TEC and NCCS. Industry participation was robust, with
attendees including representatives from IAFI, TEMA, COAI, and various OEMs/vendors. The
primary objective was to strengthen and streamline the existing framework for Conformity
Assessment and Certification. Key outcomes and suggestions from the meeting includes (a)
Industry Consultation- It was decided that TEC standards (GR/ER/ITSAR) will be finalized only after
wide-ranging industry consultations (b) Family Grouping - A suggestion was made to rationalize and
streamline the Family Grouping guidelines - It was proposed that a MATCOF be convened to
discuss the potential re- alignment of these guidelines (c) Implementation Timeline - Stakeholders
suggested that a gestation period of 18 months be provided for any new networking products
notified in the future and (d) Rationalized Re-testing - It was suggested that re-testing should not be
mandated for minor variations, such as a change in hash value due to port density upgrade (e.g.,
from 4 to 8 ports) and a holistic assessment of such changes should be adopted instead.

Meeting of the Task Group for NSG-6: The 10th meeting of National Study Group 6 (NSG-6) was
convened in hybrid mode on January 21, 2026, at Sanchar Bhawan, DoT. The primary objective
was to finalize contributions for the upcoming ITU-R Working Party 6A (WP-6A) meeting. The
session opened with remarks from Shri N.K. Bhola, JWA and OSD to WA, WPC/DoT. Key
attendees included Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI; Shri Rajeev Kumar, DDG Akashvani and
Chairman, NWP-6; Shri Puneet Rathore, Lead Technical Assistant, Qualcomm; and Shri Arun
Kumar, JWA and Coordinator, NSG-6. The central agenda item was the discussion and finalization
of an IAFI contribution proposing revisions to Report ITU-R BT.2049-8. While a consensus was not
reached during the previous Task Group meeting, Shri Jitendra Singh, Sr. Director, Qualcomm
submitted a revised version for this session. Following a detailed discussion and subsequent
editorial updates, the document was successfully finalized. Additionally, the group accepted Shri
Bhatia's recommendation to append the Work Plan to the submission.

IAFI Contributions to WP-5D meeting: IAFI submitted five contributions to the upcoming 51st
WP-5D meeting, to be held from 03-12 Feb, 2026, at Geneva, Switzerland in a hybrid mode.
Contributions has been uploaded on WP-5D portal (1) C-1054: Further updates to working
document on studies for the regulatory considerations to protect terrestrial IMT systems under
WRC-27 agenda item 1.13 (2) C-1055: Proposed revision to the working document on the update
of Report ITU-R M.2291-2 and draft liaison statement to 3GPP (3) C-1056: Proposed updates to the
working document towards a preliminary draft new Report ITU-R M.[IMT-FOR-FWBB-ACCESS] -
Technical and operational feasibility of providing fixed wireless broadband access using IMT
technology in mobile service bands identified for IMT (4) C-1057: Further updates to the elements
of a working document towards preliminary draft CPM text for WRC-27 agenda item 1.7 and (5) C-
1058: Proposed updates to the Report ITU-R

Webinar by NCA-T Ghaziabad regarding Terrestrial and Non-Terrestrial Network Integration
IAFI members attended a webinar titled “Terrestrial and Non-Terrestrial Networks Integration -
Enabling Ubiquitous Connectivity,” organized by the National Communication Academy Technology
(NCA-T), Ghaziabad, under DoT. The webinar provided a comprehensive overview of the
interworking between 5G Terrestrial and Non- Terrestrial Networks (TN–NTN). Key discussions
focused on the architecture and operational frameworks required to utilize satellite and aerial
platforms for extending 5G coverage and paving the way for emerging 6G technologies. The
session also highlighted ongoing standardization efforts and the regulatory landscape governing the
deployment of these integrated networks. The proceedings commenced with an inaugural address
by Shri Atul Sinha (DG, NCA-T), followed by a special address from Shri Rajesh Gupta (DDG
Wireless Access, NCA-T) and a keynote by Shri Prachish Khanna (DDG Media, DoT HQ). Session-
1 was regarding the 5G and 6G Terrestrial and Non-Terrestrial Interworking and Integration -
Overview and Standardization by Ms. Ranjana Sivaram, DDG (SMC), DoT and Session-2 was
regarding - Regulatory and Technological Trends in Terrestrial and Non-Terrestrial Networks
Integration by Sh. Arun Aggarwal, DDG (Satellite) DOT HQ.

IAFI Radio Group Meeting: The Radio Group meeting of the IAFI was held at CSOI, KG Marg,
New Delhi on 15th January, 2026 in a hybrid mode. The primary objective of the meeting was to
finalize inputs documents for the upcoming ITU-R WP-5D meeting in Geneva (Feb 3–12, 2026).
Many IAFI members joined the meeting physically, while many other joined virtually. Shri Bharat
Bhatia, President, IAFI chaired the meeting and welcomed all the participants. After detailed
deliberations, five documents were finalized including (1) WRC-27 preparations regarding Agenda
Item 1.13, Technical studies related to the coexistence of IMT and Mobile-Satellite Service (DC-
MSS-IMT); (2) Agenda Item 1.7, further updates to the draft CPM text regarding sharing and
compatibility studies; (3) Revisions of ITU-R Reports - M.2528 regarding revisions concerning the
capabilities of IMT for multimedia applications; (4) ITU-R Report M.2291- further updates to the
technical characteristics of IMT for terrestrial broadcasting and (5) Fixed Wireless Access - further
updates to the Working Document regarding FWA.

The 24th IAFI Executive Council Meeting: The 24th Meeting of the Executive Council of the IAFI
was held on January 15, 2026, at CSOI, KG Marg, New Delhi. The session was well-attended by
the majority of EC members, including key leadership figures: Shri Bharat Bhatia (President), Shri
T.R. Dua (Chairman), Shri S.P. Purwar (Co- chairman); Permanent Invitee - Shri S.N. Gupta
(Secretary General), and Shri H.C. Soni (Vice- President, Finance). Vice-chairmen Shri Jitendra
Singh, Shri P.K. Garg, and Prof. N.K. Goel were also present, supported by the IAFI Secretariat
team comprising Ms. Aarush Qureshi, Shri Ashish Chaudhary, and Shri Misha Bajpai. Chairman,
IAFI welcomed all the members and commended Shri Bharat Bhatia for his sincerity and dedication
to IAFI, as now well recognized in Telecom sector. Shri Bharat Bhatia in his opening remark,
expressed his gratitude for the Council's continued support and the members' individual
contributions to the Foundation's success. He provided a status update on the organization's
growth, noting that the current membership stands at 179, comprising 150 individual and 29
corporate members. The Council reviewed IAFI's extensive engagement in policy and
standardization. This includes active participation in ITU (ITU-R, ITU-T, ITU-D) and APT (APG,
AWG) meetings, as well as consistent advocacy through submissions to TRAI and DoT/TEC. The
President also highlighted the successful hosting of ISMC-25 in December 2025. Concluding the
session, Shri Bhatia put forward a call to action, requesting members to organize independent
events at their own level to further the Foundation's objectives. He confirmed that IAFI would fully
sponsor the logistical costs for these events, including venue and catering expenses.

Meeting of the Task Group for NSG-6: A virtual meeting of the Task Group constituted by National
Study Group 6 (NSG-6) was convened on January 14, 2026, to finalize contributions for the
upcoming ITU-R Working Party 6A (WP-6A) meeting. The session commenced with opening
remarks from Shri Rajeev Kumar, DDG (Akashvani) and Chairman of NWP-6, followed by Shri
Manoj Gupta, Coordinator of NSG-6. The primary agenda item was the discussion of a contribution
submitted by IAFI proposing revisions to Report ITU-R BT.2049-8. The document was discussed in
detail by the members; however, a consensus could not be reached during the session. As Shri
Jitendra Singh, Sr. Director at Qualcomm, and Shri Puneet Rathore, Lead Technical Assistant,
Qualcomm were unable to attend the entire meeting, it was decided to solicit their views via email
before finalizing the group's position.

India Surpasses USA in 5G Adoption: According to the Union Minister of Communications, Shri
Jyotiraditya Scindia, India has now surpassed 400 million 5G users, solidifying its position as the
world’s second-largest 5G market after China. This milestone, achieved in just over three years
since the commercial launch in 2022, has exceeded earlier industry projections which forecasted
394 million subscribers by the end of 2025. 5G coverage is currently at an all-time high, with
services available in all States and Union Territories, covering 99.9% of districts. As of October 31,
2025, Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) have successfully installed 5.08 lakh (508,000) 5G Base
Transceiver Stations (BTSs) across both rural and urban regions of the country.

IAFI contributions to 51st WP-5D Meeting: The 51st meeting of ITU-R Working Party 5D (WP-
5D) is scheduled to be held from 03 to 12 February 2026 in Geneva, Switzerland, in a hybrid
format. In preparation, the IAFI is currently finalizing several key technical contributions and working
documents, including- WRC-27 preparations regarding Agenda Item 1.13, Technical studies related
to the coexistence of IMT and Mobile-Satellite Service (DC-MSS-IMT); Agenda Item 1.7, further
updates to the Working Document regarding sharing and compatibility studies; Revisions of ITU-R
Reports - M.2528 regarding revisions concerning the capabilities of IMT for multimedia applications;
ITU-R Report M.2291 regarding further updates to the technical characteristics of IMT for terrestrial
broadcasting and Fixed Wireless Access – on-going updates to the Working Document regarding
FWA. A comprehensive final review of these documents will be conducted during the Radio Group
meeting scheduled for 15 January 2026.

9th Meeting of the NSG-6: The 9th meeting of National Study Group 6 (NSG-6) was convened on
07 th January, 2026 at the Spectrum Room, Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi. The meeting
commenced with opening remarks by Sh. N K Bhola, OSD to WA and Chairman, NSG-6, who
extended his greetings to the members at the outset of the year and welcomed all participants to
the first meeting of NSG-6 for 2026. Shri Rajeev Kumar, DDG (Aakashwani) and Chairman, NWP-6
discussed the contribution on the Working Document towards a Preliminary Draft Revision of
Recommendation ITU-R BT.1306-8, and explained the minor editorial changes incorporated in the
document. Minor corrections were discussed and the document was approved at the meeting. One
more document was presented by IAFI regarding revision of the ITU-R Report BT.2049-8. The
document was discussed by the members in detail. After detailed deliberations, it was agreed that
the contribution would be taken up for examination in the Task Group constituted earlier for
Recommendations ITU-R BT.2016 and BT.2049. At the meeting request, Shri Jitendra Singh agreed
to join the Task Group to support the technical review of various documents. The committee
concluded by scheduling the meeting of the Task Group on 14-01-2026 at 1100 Hrs.

NWP 5D1 Meeting: The 10th meeting of NWP 5D1 was held on 09.01.2026 (Friday) at 1100 Hrs
IST in online mode. Meeting was coordinated by Shri Sandeep Kumar, Engineer, WPC wing. The
core of the meeting involved technical documentation regarding WRC-27 Agenda Item 1.7, which
explores the identification of new frequency bands for IMT. The studies specifically address the
feasibility of IMT operating alongside existing "primary" services in the 7.125–8.4 GHz range.
Meeting discussed the document related to the study regarding “Sharing and Compatibility between
the Earth Exploration Satellite Service, EESS (space-to-Earth), Fixed Service and IMT, Fixed
Satellite Service (Earth-to- space) in the frequency band 7 900-8 400 MHz and in the frequency
band 8 025-8 400 MHz and IMT operating in the frequency band 7 125-8 400 MHz. After detailed
discussion, documents were forwarded to the NSG-5 for consideration.

Meeting of NSG-5: The 19th virtual meeting of the National Study Group 5 (NSG-5), corresponding
to SG-5 of the ITU- R, was held on 10-01-2026, under the chairmanship of Shri Gulab Chand, JWA,
WPC wing. Meeting discussed the documents, likely to be submitted in the upcoming WP-5D
meeting, to be held from 03 rd Feb to 12 th Feb, 2026 at Geneva, Switzerland. Meeting discussed
the document related to the study regarding - Sharing and Compatibility study across several
specific sub-bands - 7 125–8 400 MHz and General identification for IMT (5G/6G) systems, 7 900–8
400 MHz regarding coexistence between Earth Exploration-Satellite Service (EESS) (space-to-
Earth), Fixed Service (FS), and IMT and 8 025–8 400 MHz regarding multi-service environment
including Fixed Satellite Service (FSS) (Earth-to-space) alongside EESS, FS, and IMT.

Media Showcase: Following Items relating to IAFI were covered in the media

1. The 5th International Spectrum Management Conference (ISMC-25), organized by ITU-APT
Foundation of India (IAFI), took place on December 15-16, 2025, at The Claridges, New Delhi. It
was inaugurated by TRAI Chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti and ITU Radiocommunication Bureau
Director Mario Maniewicz, with IAFI President Bharat Bhatia welcoming global thought leaders.
Discussions centered on India's spectrum policies, WRC-27 preparations, 6G IMT spectrum,
satellite communications, AI-driven spectrum manage Read More

2. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) urges the government to swiftly delicense the lower 6
GHz band (5925–6425 MHz) to fuel India’s leadership in AI, smart manufacturing, and
immersive digital technologies. This spectrum supports next-generation Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7,
offering ultra-fast speeds, low latency, and support for dense device connectivity essential for
modern digital services. Aligning India with over 100 countries that have already delicensed this
band, the move will accelerate digi Read More

3. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) supports auctioning the upper 6 GHz and 7 GHz bands
for India’s 6G rollout, calling them vital to the nation’s 6G vision. IAFI urges TRAI to rethink
traditional auctions, citing declining operator interest and poor 2024 auction results (only 1.34%
spectrum sold). It recommends including contiguous spectrum up to 8400 MHz to enable ultra-
broadband connectivity and align with global shifts toward more innovation-friendly spectrum
policies. Read More

4. IAFI continues to champion India’s leadership in telecom and ICT innovation worldwide. Its
President, Mr. Bharat B Bhatia, emphasizes the urgent need for clear SATCOM and 6GHz
spectrum policies to sustain India’s AI and 6G competitiveness. Speaking from Geneva while
chairing the 6G standards meeting, he highlighted risks from policy delays on 6GHz and
nonGSO satellites. Swift action is crucial to unlock innovation in AI, blockchain, and rural
connectivity. Read More

5. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) commends the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) for releasing the draft Telecommunications Rules, 2025 (GSR 606E) under the Telecom
Act, 2023—a crucial milestone in shaping India’s telecom future. IAFI urges DoT to align the
new authorisation framework with TRAI’s recommendations to promote transparency,
inclusiveness, and innovation. These reforms promise to strengthen India’s digital ecosystem
and regulatory clarity. Read More

6. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) respectfully appeals to Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra Modi
Ji to expedite delicensing of the lower 6GHz band(5925–6425 MHz) for unlicensed WiFi use.
This vital spectrum will boost WiFi6E/7 deployment and accelerate India’s AI, IoT, and digital
innovation ecosystem. Timely action will ensure India’s leadership in the global technology race.
Empowering access to this spectrum will drive inclusive growth and digital empowerment across
the nation. Read More

7. IAFI Urges Prompt Delicensing of Lower 6 GHz Band. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI)
has urged the Minister of Communications to promptly delicense the lower 6 GHz band (5925–
6425 MHz) to boost innovation, local manufacturing, and exports. Despite a Gazette notification
in May 2025, the final rules are still pending, risking economic losses of up to ?12.7 lakh crore
annually and missing out on global opportunities worth $4 trillion. IAFI emphasized that timely
delicensing is critical for Read More

8. We are proud to share that Mr. Bharat B Bhatia, President of the ITU-APT FOUNDATION OF
INDIA (IAFI), has been nominated as Chair of the Editorial Committee for the APT Conference
Preparatory Group for WRC-27 (APG-27), from the Republic of India. This prestigious
nomination—made on the recommendation of the Heads of Delegation during the 2nd Meeting
of APG27 (APG27-2)—recognizes the role of Editorial Committee Chair as being equivalent to
Vice Chair of the Plenary. The proposal, formally moved by Read More

9. TRAI Chairman Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti, speaking at ISPC-25 in New Delhi, highlighted the vital
role of satellite communication in bridging India’s digital divide and advancing national inclusion
goals. He emphasized TRAI’s balanced recommendations, including a 4% AGR fee for satellite
spectrum use, to support industry growth. Lahoti also stressed the importance of non-terrestrial
networks (NTNs) in enabling nationwide connectivity and achieving UN SDGs. Read More

10. India’s Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has highlighted satellite internet as a key
solution for expanding connectivity in rural and remote regions, where laying traditional networks
like fiber or microwave is challenging. With 100% FDI permitted in the sector, DoT is promoting
telecom manufacturing under the upcoming Telecom Policy 2025. Satellite services are
expected to grow as devices shrink and become more smartphone-compatible. Read More

Links to our Activities & Programmes

1) The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi Ji, Government of India, New Delhi for
Urgent Appeal to Expedite Delicensing of the Lower 6 GHz Band to Secure India's Al Leadership
and Digital Future.

2) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Prompt delicensing of the 5925–6425 MHz
Band for immediate Indoor Wi-Fi use and support innovation and "Make in India”.

3) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments/suggestions on the Draft National
Telecom Policy (NTP), 2025, circulated by the Policy Section of DoT on 24-07-2025.

4) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments/suggestions on the DoT Notification
No. G.S.R.- 411(E), regarding draft Telecommunications (Telecom Cyber Security) Rules, 2024,
issued on 24-06-2025.

5) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments on the DoT Notification No. G.S.R.316
(E) – Lower 6GHz Wi-Fi

6) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Delicensing the 5925–6425
MHz Band to Support Innovation and Make in India

7) Letter to Wireless Advisor to the Government of India, Department of Telecommunications
(DoT), Ministry of Communications, Government of India , Shri V J Christopher for Request for
Consideration of Allowing Lower Size Antennas less than 1.2 M in the Lower Ku-Band (13.75-14
GHz)

8) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Spectrum Allocation for 6G in India

9) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Spectrum Assignment and
Regulatory Clarity for Satellite Services

10) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Strategic Spectrum Allocation for R&D and
Regulatory Sandbox to Propel India’s Leadership in 6G

11) Letter to Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister of India, Shri P K Mishra for PMO Support
needed for Innovation and Local Manufacturing

12) Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region, Government
of India Request for IAFI’s recommendation for Delicensing of Captive 5G networks under
Service Authorisations to be Granted Under the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

13) Letter to Hon’ble Minister for Communications and Railways Request for Industry consultation
on Draft Telecommunication Rules, 2023

14) Letter to Secretary, Ministry of Power Request for Implementing Green Open Access Rules
for the Telecom Sector in States/UTs

15) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Request for further extension of implementation of
MTCTE

16) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Clarification for import of NGSO Satellite Devices
under MTCTE

IAFI MEMBERSHIP
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is a non-profit, non-political, non-partisan Industry foundation
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, 1960. IAFI has been working for the
last 22 years with the prime objective of encouraging the involvement of professionals, corporate,
pubic/private sector industries, R&D organizations, academic institutions, and such other agencies
engaged in the development of the Indian Telecom sector. The members of IAFI are corporate
members are 29 and individual members to 150 making a total of 179 members. The EC also
emphasized on the Creation of a new member category for academia and a campaign to register
Eminent educational institutes as members. The benefits provided to the members include an
invitation to all the events of the Foundation which include: Training programs, seminars,
workshops, etc. conducted by the society on a complimentary basis. Besides, EC Members will
also have access to information related to ITU and APT and other telecom journals where members
can subscribe. Members are further eligible to participate in ITU-T, ITU-D, and APT activities. The
individual Membership Fee of IAFI has been reversed to the previous fee that was applicable since
the beginning. Please click: Membership details

Partners Association

Activities in our focus areas during October to December 2025

The more artificial intelligence (AI) can do on its own, the more humans must do to keep it on the
right track. As innovation to introduce autonomous AI agents grows in speed and scale,
international standards experts aim to ensure that security, trust and digital identities for humans
and agentic AI keep pace. Prompt-injection attacks and identity spoofing are among the key risks to
address. But unintended AI behaviours also present a growing danger as autonomous, multi-
agentic AI systems enter sectors like financial services, healthcare, and infrastructure management.
Standards experts at the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) are calling for robust controls
and global trust frameworks to keep AI agents on the straight and narrow. Arnaud Taddei, Chair of
the organization’s expert group for security standards, ITU-T Study Group 17, likens the agentic AI
standardization challenge to the earlier development of the Open Systems Interconnection (OSI)
model as the basis for hardware and software systems that now support communication networks
globally.

The Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) organized the 2nd Meeting of the APT Preparatory Group for
the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 (APT PP26-2) from 28 to 29 January 2026 via fully virtual
modality. The meeting was attended by 183 participants from 23 APT Members, 13 Affiliate
Members and 4 International Organizations. APT PP26-2 considered 20 Input Documents including
the following:

Resolution 2: World telecommunication / information and communication technology policy
forum
Resolution 25: Strengthening the ITU regional presence
Resolution 140: ITU's role in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the
Information Society and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as well as in their follow-
up and review processes
Resolution 182: Role of telecommunications / information and communication technologies in
regard to climate change and the protection of the environment
Resolution 186: Strengthening the role of ITU with regard to transparency and confidence-
building measures in outer space activities
Resolution 196: Protecting telecommunication service users / consumers
Resolution 203: Connectivity to broadband networks
Resolution 214: Artificial intelligence technologies and telecommunications / information and
communication technologies
Resolution 218: ITU's role in the implementation of the “Space2030” Agenda: space as a driver
of sustainable development, and its follow-up and review process
Resolution 219: Sustainability of the radio-frequency spectrum and associated satellite-orbit
resources used by space services

The Government of India’s ₹20,000-crore initiative to modernize public safety and disaster-
response networks faces potential delays due to an emerging inter-ministerial standoff regarding
spectrum allocation. The Directorate of Coordination Police Wireless (DCPW), under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, is seeking 10 MHz of spectrum in the 700 MHz band. The DCPW argues this band is
critical for a nationwide network due to its superior propagation characteristics, which allow for deep
building penetration and extensive rural coverage with fewer towers, thereby ensuring CAPEX
efficiency. Furthermore, the mature global ecosystem for LTE/5G in the 700 MHz band ensures the
availability of cost-effective devices. However, the Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
maintains that the band is currently reserved and cannot be assigned at this stage. This deadlock
threatens to impede the necessary transition from fragmented legacy infrastructure, which lacks the
bandwidth to support modern mission-critical applications. A next-generation network is imperative
to enable real-time video feeds from drones and body-worn cameras, high-resolution mapping, and
AI-driven analytics. As the project accelerates, this administrative friction raises fundamental
questions regarding how scarce national resources should be prioritized when public safety is at
stake.

On The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) released its Independent Drive Test (IDT)
findings for the Delhi Licensed Service Area (LSA), covering extensive city routes during the month
of Dec 2025. The drive tests, conducted under the supervision of the TRAI Regional Office, Delhi,
were designed to capture real-world mobile network performance across diverse usage
environments - Urban Zones, Institutional Hotspots, Public Transpoll Hubs, and High-Speed
Corridors. Between IS'h December 2025 to J.S'h December 2025, TRAI teams conducted detailed
tests across 347.4 km of City Drive Test, 12 Hotspot locations & 7.8 km of Walk test. Technologies
evaluated included 2G, 3G, 4G, and SG, reflecting the service experience of users across multiple
handset capabilities. The findings of IDT have already been intimated to all the TSPs concerned.
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