
Quarterly Newsletter

Quarter Highlights (January to March 2025)
Dear Respected Member,
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is delighted to share its previous month's activities with
you:

ET Telecom Awards & 5G Congress 2025: On 24th March, The Economic Times’ telecom vertical
hosted the prestigious ET Telecom Awards 2025, alongside the 5G Congress. The event celebrated
innovation and leadership in the telecom sector, recognizing achievements across technologies,
operations, and service delivery. A total of 23 awards were conferred—18 to organizations, 3 to
individual leaders, and 2 to impactful awareness campaigns. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI
served on the eminent jury panel. The 5G Congress convened alongside, brought together thought
leaders to discuss the evolution of next- generation connectivity.

National Working Party-4C (NWP-4C) 12th and 13th Meetings: The 12th and 13th meetings of
NWP-4C, held on 24th and 28th March, focused on WRC-27 Agenda Item 1.13. IAFI had earlier
submitted a comprehensive proposal to align India’s frequency arrangements with ITU-R standards.
The key updates included revising the 800 MHz band start frequency, inserting usage-specific notes
for India, and refining technical details in Annexes. The revised proposal was well received and
formally approved, reinforcing India’s position in WRC-27 preparations.

Webinar on RoW by NCA-T GZB: IAFI took part in a webinar on the Telecommunications (Right of
Way) Rules, 2024, organized by the National Communications Academy-T, Ghaziabad on 24th
March, 2025. The session addressed persistent challenges in RoW implementation, especially
state-wise inconsistencies, delay in approvals, and lack of digital portals at State-level. These gaps
significantly impacting infrastructure rollout, including Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH) deployments. The
four technical sessions explored - operators, infrastructure providers, and ISPs perspectives,
offering key insights to streamline adoption of the new RoW regulations.

Meeting on Draft Telecommunications Rules (GSR-82(E)): On 25th March, 2025, IAFI
participated in a stakeholder meeting chaired by Additional Secretary (T), DoT, to discuss the new
draft Telecommunications (Standards, Conformity Assessment and Certification) Rules, 2025, due
to the adoption of new Telecommunication Act-2023. IAFI had submitted its feedback in February,
emphasizing clarity in conformity processes and industry-friendly certification guidelines.

National Working Party 4A-2 (NWP 4A-2) virtual meeting – 27-03-2025: The seventh meeting of
NWP 4A-2, chaired by Dr. S.C. Bera, was convened on 27th March. IAFI’s updated contribution on
Agenda Item 1.5 (unauthorized operations of non- GSO earth stations) and the same was
discussed in detail. The meeting reviewed India’s inputs to WRC-27’s Resolution-14, proposing
regulatory safeguards for fixed-satellite and mobile-satellite services. Discussions also addressed
preliminary proposals for Agenda Item 7 of WRC-27.

APT/AWG-34 Meeting held in Kathmandu, Nepal: From March 31 to April 4, APT’s Wireless
Group (AWG-34) met in Kathmandu to discuss spectrum policy across Asia-Pacific. IAFI submitted
five contributions covering frequency arrangements for IMT in 612–806 MHz, a new ITS survey
report, completion of a WAS/RLAN report, and satellite tech trends. These proposals support India’s
leadership role in shaping regional telecom policy.

BIF conference at Hotel Shangri-La: On 25th March, IAFI joined the inaugural Subsea Cable
Systems Conference hosted by BIF and the Global Digital Inclusivity Partnership. Experts from
across the globe discussed the strategic role of undersea cables—critical for 99% of global internet
traffic. Topics included transforming India into a global data hub, improving network resilience, and
attracting foreign investment in subsea infrastructure.

The 3rd Space Connect Webinar by ITU: The third edition of ITU’s Space Connect series aired on
26th March, 2025, focusing on "Earthbound Foundations: Critical Network Enabling LEO
Constellations". Speakers from Ofcom (UK), Anatel (Brazil), and TMG examined satellite
infrastructure needs and regulatory frameworks. Session was moderated by Patricia Cooper of ITU.
The next webinar likely to be held in April, 2025, will highlight the contributions of women leaders in
the space domain.

TRAI Revised Recommendations on Infrastructure/Spectrum Sharing -25-03-2025: TRAI
issued its response to DoT’s back-reference on recommendations for spectrum leasing and
infrastructure sharing. While supporting inter-band sharing and leasing to optimize telecom
resources, TRAI reaffirmed the necessity of streamlined regulations. The original recommendations
were broadly upheld, reinforcing TRAI’s consultative and stakeholder-led approach to policy.

IAFI Contributions to APT for WTDC-25: At the APT preparatory meeting held in Bangkok (17–18
March), IAFI presented five significant proposals for WTDC-25. Four submissions amended existing
Resolutions (on IPv6, cybersecurity, numbering misuse, and counterfeiting) while one introduced a
new Resolution advocating Non-Geostationary Orbit (NGSO) satellite systems for digital inclusion.
These efforts reflect IAFI’s proactive role in global telecom development dialogues.

32nd Convergence India Expo and 10th Smart Cities: Hosted from 19–21 March at Bharat
Mandapam, the India expo highlighted cutting-edge ICT solutions and cross-sector innovation. Shri
Bharat Bhatia addressed the gathering on “Connecting India: From 5G Leader to 6G Game
Changer”, underscoring the nation’s transition to future-ready infrastructure.

IAFI Radio Group Meeting – 20th March: In preparation for AWG-34, IAFI convened a hybrid
Radio Group meeting to finalize five major contributions. The group discussed IMT spectrum
arrangements, ITS systems, WAS/RLAN, and satellite tech reports, incorporating members'
feedback before formal submission.

Vodafone Idea (Vi) Seeks Relief from DoT: Vi has urged DoT to expedite equity conversion
against AGR and spectrum auction dues, potentially increasing government stake to 49%. The
company cited inability to submit the required bank guarantee or make cash payments, as it faces
mounting financial pressure.

TEC Working Group Meeting – Satellite-based IoT Solutions: On 11th March, the second virtual
meeting reviewed stakeholder feedback on the draft Terms of Reference for Satellite IoT solutions.
IAFI’s comments contributed to shaping national standards aligned with global best practices.

DoT’s National Working Group 3 – Economic Issues in Telecom: Meetings held on 17th
February and 12th March focused on digital public infrastructure, satellite broadband economics,
and AI principles in telecom. IAFI participated actively and will revise contributions based on group
feedback for the upcoming ITU-T SG3 session.

Asia Spectrum Management Conference – Bangkok: Held on 13–14 March, this regional event
explored strategic spectrum planning for 5G, 6G, and satellite technologies. Shri Bharat Bhatia
moderated a key session on future satellite frameworks. Indian delegates from WPC, Qualcomm,
and Ericsson also shared insights.

Starlink’s Entry via Jio and Bharti Partnerships: Jio and Bharti Airtel have signed distribution
agreements with SpaceX for Starlink broadband services, focusing on rural and underserved areas.
Regulatory clearance of Star link is awaited. Starlink is expected to complement, not replace,
existing terrestrial broadband networks.

IAFI Draft Contributions for WRC-27 Preparation: IAFI submitted two major contributions to
India’s WP-4A and WP-4C. One focuses on Agenda Item 1.5 (regulating non-GSO earth stations),
and the other on Agenda Item 1.13 (D2D communication bands), to be presented in upcoming ITU-
R meetings in Shanghai, China.

Mobile World Congress -2025 (MWC-2025): Mobile World Congress 2025 held in Barcelona from
March 3–6, attracted 101,000+ delegates. Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia led India's delegation,
highlighting the country’s leadership in affordable data, 5G deployment, and telecom innovation. In
keynote address, he emphasized balancing innovation with global regulatory standards.

Final NFAP-2022 Review Meeting – 27th February: The concluding meeting addressed India’s
updated frequency allocation table and approved IAFI’s proposal for 10 MHz BB-PPDR spectrum.
BSNL’s late request for additional satellite spectrum was deferred due to procedural issues.

ITU Space Connect Series: The monthly webinar series launched in January, 2025 continues to
delve into satellite technology, policy, and space governance. All sessions and materials are
available on ITU’s portal.

IAFI's Letter to DoT on Smaller Ku-Band Antennas: IAFI has requested regulatory relaxation to
allow sub-1.2m antennas in the 13.75–14 GHz band. The move could reduce costs and improve
satellite coverage, particularly for high-speed communication in remote areas.

Workshop on Satellite Broadband – NCA-T Ghaziabad: This online workshop on 25th February
brought together 150+ participants to discuss satellite broadband's potential in India. Topics ranged
from digital inclusion to smart agriculture and emergency connectivity. Speakers from RJIO, DoT,
Intelsat, and IN- SPACe shared valuable insights.

IAFI Feedback on GSR 82(E): In February, 2025, IAFI submitted detailed comments on the draft
telecom conformity and certification rules under the new Telecommunication Act-2023. The
suggestions aimed to simplify and strengthen India's technical compliance landscape.

TRAI’s Recommendations on Service Authorizations: In its final response to DoT, TRAI
reaffirmed the need for separate authorization for satellite services under the Telecom Act 2023,
with light financial conditions to attract investment in this niche sector.

IAFI supports 6G research conference by Wireless World Research Forum (WWRF) hosted
by BITS Pilani Hyderabad Campus: IAFI extended its support to the 53rd WWRF conference
hosted by BITS Pilani Hyderabad from February 18–20, 2025. Themed "Smart Wireless Systems
for Collective Prosperity in a Green Future", the conference featured over 30 global experts and
100 participants discussing the transition from 5G to 6G. Shri Bharat Bhatia, Vice Chair, WWRF and
President, IAFI, delivered the welcome address, emphasizing the role of 6G in building a
sustainable and inclusive future. Notable speakers hailed from leading universities, companies like
Google and Ericsson, and organizations such as WHO Europe, Bharat 6G Alliance, CDAC, and
DRDO.

NFAP Meeting dated 19-02-2025: The third NFAP-2022 meeting was held in hybrid mode under
the chairmanship of the Wireless Advisor. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI participated virtually
from Hyderabad, while other IAFI representatives attended in person. The meeting discussed
frequency allocation, IND and international footnotes, and stakeholder inputs on Chapters 1–3.
Several inputs from IAFI were taken up, and the discussions will continue in the next meeting
scheduled for February 27, 2025.

NWP-6A /WP-6A meeting: The second meeting of NSG-6, corresponding to ITU-R WP-6A, was
held on February 17, 2025. IAFI submitted a proposal to update ITU-R Recommendation BS.1114-
12 on terrestrial digital sound broadcasting. The proposal was thoroughly discussed and referred to
the drafting group for further refinement.

NWG-3/SG-3 Meeting: The first meeting of National Working Group 3, corresponding to ITU-T SG
3, took place on February 17, 2025. The group focuses on tariff, accounting, and telecom/ICT policy
issues. IAFI’s inputs on IPv6 and a questionnaire on internet data costs circulated during FG-CD
were discussed. The Chair encouraged regular contributions and greater engagement from Indian
stakeholders.

SG-3/FG-CD Meeting: Held on February 17–18 in Gabon, this ITU-T event explored telecom cost
models for affordable data services. IAFI’s questionnaire from a previous meeting was circulated for
feedback. The group urged to submit responses to inform the policy and regulatory aspects under
study.

Shri Bharat Bhatia nominated as jury for ET Telecom Award: Shri Bharat Bhatia, President,
IAFI, was selected as a jury member for the ET Telecom Awards 2025, to be held on March 24 at
Hyatt Regency, New Delhi. The awards recognize excellence in telecom products, services, and
innovation.

India's electronics exports top US$ 288 Billion: India’s electronics exports crossed ₹2.5 lakh
crore (US$ 288 billion) in the first ten months of FY25, driven largely by smartphone exports,
especially from Apple. This makes electronics one of the fastest-growing export sectors, with
smartphones now accounting for 60% of the total.

ITU-R Working Party-5D Meeting: The 48th WP-5D meeting was held in Geneva from February
4–13. IAFI was represented by President Shri Bharat Bhatia, who chaired the Working Group on
General Aspects. Other IAFI leaders held key roles: Shri Jitendra Singh (SWG Specific
Applications), Shri Punit Rathod (DG 7 GHz), and Shri Sendil Kumar Devar (DG Evaluation). The
meeting saw 149 input documents, including seven from IAFI, with significant discussions on WRC-
27 Agenda 1.7 and IMT matters.

Meeting of NWP4A-1 arranged by WPC: The fifth meeting of NWP-4A1 was held on February 14,
2025. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI and other IAFI members participated virtually. Discussions
included contributions on Agenda Items 1.1 to 1.4 and a multi-country proposal led by Intelsat and
supported by India. IAFI announced plans to submit a new contribution for Agenda 1.2.

Meeting of NWP4A-2 arranged by WPC: Held on the same day, this meeting addressed Agenda
Items 1.5, 1.6, and 7. IAFI’s proposal on Agenda Item 1.5 was broadly accepted, with suggestions
for updates. IAFI will submit a revised draft for the next meeting scheduled in early March, 2025.

First Meeting of new Working Group regarding Satellite based IoT Solutions: The TEC-led
Working Group on Satellite-based IoT Solutions held its first virtual meeting on February 13, 2025.
IAFI actively participated in the discussion and finalization of the group’s Terms of Reference, which
cover standards, stakeholder engagement, and global best practices. Presentations were made by
companies specializing in L-band GSO satellite IoT networks.

TRAI amendment to TCCCPR-2018 regarding UCC: TRAI issued its second amendment to the
TCCCPR-2018 regulations to better combat spam and Unsolicited Commercial Communication.
Notable changes include a simplified complaint process, reduced action timelines, and a new
requirement for opt-out options in promotional messages.

BSNL posts Rs 262 crore profit in Q-3/FY-25, its first profit in 17 years: BSNL posted a net
profit of ₹262 crore in Q3 FY25, its first since 2007. The turnaround reflects effective cost control,
network expansion, and improved services. The company anticipates over 20% revenue growth by
year-end.

Feedback invited for the Draft Telecom Rules: On January 30, 2025, the DoT released draft
rules for Standards, Conformity Assessment, and Certification under the Telecom Act 2023. IAFI
circulated the draft to its members and encouraged feedback to be submitted collectively to the
DoT.

IAFI letter to Hon’ble MOC regarding allocation of spectrum for satellite service: On February
5, IAFI wrote to Hon’ble Minister Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia urging immediate action to allocate
spectrum for NGSO satellite services. The letter stressed the importance of satellite
communications for rural broadband and economic growth.

Draft Spectrum Auction Rules 2025: The DoT released the draft Assignment of Spectrum through
Auction Rules on January 31, 2025, inviting public comments. IAFI has circulated the draft to its
network for feedback ahead of submission.

TRAI Recommendation regarding Revision of National Numbering Plan: TRAI released its
recommendations on February 6, 2025 for revising the National Numbering Plan. These include
provisions for fixed-line numbering, M2M services, IN services, and non-public networks, following
stakeholder consultations and an Open House Discussion.

Government employees asked to stop using AI tools like ChatGPT, DeepSeek on official
devices: The Ministry of Finance has advised government officials to avoid using AI tools like
ChatGPT for official work due to data confidentiality risks. Similar restrictions have been observed
in countries like Australia and Italy.

IAFI submitted three contributions in the SG-3 RG-AO meeting: IAFI submitted three key
contributions to the ITU-T SG-3 RG-AO on:

1. Roaming rate updates (C-8)
2. IPv6 implementation (C-9)
3. Enhancing digital inclusion via public Wi-Fi (C-10)

These submissions highlight India’s growing role in shaping policy for the Asia-Oceania region.

IAFI participated in the ITS conference at Hotel Le Meridien: The Connected Vehicles
Stakeholders Meet, hosted by ITS and supported by IAFI, was held on January 29 at Hotel Le
Meridien, New Delhi. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI emphasized the need for C-V2X and ITS
solutions to tackle India’s urban mobility challenges. The event highlighted the importance of 5G in
enabling real-time vehicle and infrastructure connectivity for safer and smarter transport systems.

ITU's Space Journey 2025: Inaugural webinar on LEO Constellations: The ITU Space Connect
initiative launched its 2025 webinar series on January 30, 2025 with a session on LEO satellite
fundamentals. The session featured presentations by Carissa Christensen (ByceTech), Tim Maclay
(Celestial Insight), and John Pahl (Transfinite Systems), exploring constellation architecture,
spectrum sharing, and orbital design.

IAFI submits Seven contributions in WP-5D: IAFI submitted seven significant contributions for
the ITU-R WP-5D meeting, held in Geneva from 4th to 13th February 2025. These covered diverse
areas such as A2X communications, interference mitigation, fixed service coordination with IMT in
6.4-7.1 GHz, and convergence requirements for airborne broadband. One of the submissions was a
joint contribution with WWRF for IMT-2030 evaluation criteria. These efforts support India’s
leadership in shaping WRC-27 discussions.

IAFI participated in the SG-20 meeting: IAFI virtually participated in the ITU-T SG-20 meeting
held from 15th to 24th January 2025 in Geneva. SG-20 focuses on IoT, digital twins, and smart
sustainable cities. Of the 155 documents submitted, India presented 21, with China leading
submissions. The meeting was divided across three working parties covering various aspects of
digital transformation.

SATRC Workshop at Goa: From 21st to 23rd January, IAFI actively participated in the SATRC
Spectrum Workshop hosted by TRAI in Goa. The workshop covered key spectrum topics including
NGSO constellations, satellite-IMT integration, and 6G/IMT-2030. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President,
IAFI moderated a session on 6G and delivered a talk on Terahertz spectrum. Other IAFI members
contributed lectures on satellite-based 5G, frequency registration, and spectrum outlook,
showcasing IAFI’s technical depth.

TRAI gets two Whole-Time Members: The government appointed Shri Ritu Ranjan Mittar and
Shri Maruthi Prasad Tangirala as Whole-Time Members of TRAI for three years. Shri Mittar has a
long-standing association with IAFI, having chaired WTSA-24 and ITU-T SG-11.

First meeting of NSG - 6 and NWP-6 corresponding to SG-6 of ITU-R: NSG-6 and NWP-6,
constituted for broadcasting service studies under ITU-R SG-6, held their first meeting on 6th
January 2025 in New Delhi. The meeting reviewed SG-6’s structure, work areas, and future
meeting schedules. Participation was encouraged from industry stakeholders to contribute toward
broadcasting innovations.

WG-2 of NFAP-2025 Meeting in DoT: WG-2 of NFAP-2025 convened on 14th January under Shri
N.K. Bhola to discuss ISRO’s proposal to modify IMT allocations in the 2.5 GHz band. The group
agreed to review and modify IND 26 in an offline consultation.

IAFI EC Meeting: 15-01-2025: The 22nd Executive Council meeting of IAFI was held at CSOI, New
Delhi. President Shri Bharat Bhatia reviewed the Foundation's national and international
contributions. Membership rose to 163, including new honorary members. The Council outlined
plans for WTDC-25 and upcoming APT workshops.

SG-3/FG-CD Meeting: DoT held a preparatory meeting on 16th January for the 5th FG-CD
session. IAFI’s submissions on IPv6 cost efficiencies and global mobile data pricing were
discussed. IAFI's questionnaire on data pricing was uploaded by ITU and circulated for global
feedback.

IAFI Radio Group Meeting – 17-01-2025: In a virtual meeting, IAFI Radio Group finalized seven
contributions for WP-5D. Topics included IMT-2030 evaluation templates, coordination between IMT
and FS, and interference mitigation.

SG-20 /ITU-T Meeting: IAFI took part in the ongoing SG-20 meetings focusing on IoT and smart
cities. China led in document contributions, while India submitted 21 inputs.

Bidding farewell to Ms Madhu Arora, ex-Member (Technology): IAFI hosted a farewell luncheon
on 17th January to honor Ms. Madhu Arora, ex-Member (Technology). President Shri Bharat Bhatia
and senior telecom officials lauded her contributions to the DoT and DCC. Ms. Arora previously
served as Member (Technology) and was a key figure in WTSA-24.

IAFI letter to MoC for setting-up regulatory sandbox for 6G R&D: IAFI urged the Ministry to
establish a regulatory sandbox for 6G development. The proposal recommends spectrum
reservation in the 6425-7125 MHz and 14.8-15.35 GHz bands, as well as delicensing other bands
for C-V2X and industrial applications.

7th / Final Meeting of the Working Group -1 (WG-1) of NFAP-2022: On 7th January, WG-1 held
its final meeting to review frequency allocations below 1 GHz. Contributions from industry—
including IAFI's proposals on V2X, NB-IoT in 918-922 MHz, and simplification of IND 16—were
discussed and accepted.

IAFI’s Radio Group meeting for WP-5D: On 8th January, IAFI Radio Group reviewed five draft
contributions for WP-5D, finalizing documents on convergence, interference mitigation, and FS
coordination. A follow-up meeting was scheduled for 16th January, 2025.

Final Meeting of the Working Group -3 (WG-3) of NFAP-2022 Review Committee: WG-3 met on
10th January to discuss spectrum bands above 6 GHz, especially 6425- 7025 MHz. Concerns from
DoS regarding existing satellite services were addressed. Footnote updates ensured coexistence
with future allocations.

India leading the way in affordable Internet Access: A DoT report released on 7th January
highlighted India’s global leadership in affordable data. With mobile broadband speeds of 100 Mbps
and 21.3 GB usage per user/month, India also offers one of the world’s lowest data tariffs at 16
cents per GB.

Meeting of the Working Group-1(WG-1) of NFAP-2022: At its 5th meeting on 23rd December
2024, WG-1 discussed IAFI’s proposals on PMSE in the 174-230 MHz and 470-612 MHz bands,
NB-IoT in 918-922 MHz, and revisions to IND 16. The inputs were well received and incorporated.

4th meeting of Working Group-2 (1 to 6 GHz) of NFAP review/revision: Held on 30th December
2024, this hybrid meeting reviewed NFAP proposals for 1-6 GHz bands. IAFI and other
stakeholders presented suggestions that were integrated into the draft NFAP.

7th Meeting of the NWP-5D3: IAFI contributed actively to this meeting, particularly on IMT-2030
(6G) performance requirements. IAFI’s proposal to shift the connection density metric from per
square kilometer to per square meter was accepted to reflect IoT expansion.

9th Meeting of NSG5 held on 3rd January, 2025: NSG-5 met virtually under Shri Gulab Chand,
as a chiar. Four documents submitted by NWPs were approved and forwarded to WPC. IAFI
participated actively in the discussions.

DoT order for waiver of Bank Guarantee for spectrum auctions: On 27th December 2024, DoT
waived Rs 33,000 crore worth of bank guarantees from past spectrum auctions. This move is
expected to boost telecom operators’ liquidity and accelerate infrastructure investment.

TRAI launched a new website: TRAI launched its revamped website on 23rd December 2024,
with features like sector dashboards, social media sharing, data visualization tools, and improved
accessibility. The site aims to better engage stakeholders and enhance regulatory transparency.

Media Showcase: Following Items relating to IAFI were covered in the media

1. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) supported the 53rd Wireless World Research Forum
(WWRF) conference, hosted by BITS Pilani Hyderabad from February 18-20, 2025. Focused on
"Smart Wireless Systems for Collective Prosperity in a Green Future," the event brought
together global experts, researchers, and industry leaders to explore advancements in 6G, AI,
IoT, and sustainable communications. Shri Bharat Bhatia, Vice Chair of WWRF & President of
IAFI, emphasized the role of next-gen wireless tec Read More

2. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) has urged the Ministry of Communications to expedite
spectrum allocation for satellite services, emphasizing the need for regulatory clarity to advance
India's digital connectivity goals. With rapid advancements in satellite technologies like LEO and
MEO constellations, delays in approvals are hindering efforts to bridge the digital divide. IAFI
highlights the importance of integrating satellite and terrestrial networks to drive innovation and
economic grow Read More

3. IAFI in the comprehensive comment on TRAI Consultation Paper concerning terms and
conditions of network authorization under new Telecom Act, 2023, highlighted critical reforms to
ensure robust telecom infrastructure, equitable spectrum access and innovation friendly
regulatory environment Read More

4. ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) hosted 4 th India Spectrum Management Conference 2024
(ISMC- 24) on 7-8 November, 2024 at Hotel Le Meridien, New Delhi. Important pivotal issues
like WRC-27 Agenda Items, Spectrum Roadmap for 4G/5G IMT technologies, 6 GHz spectrum
issues, Direct broadcast to Mobile, GSO/NGSO issues and Read More

5. During the 4th ISMC-24 organized by the IAFI, Prof Raul Kartz, President Telecom Advisor
services, LLP, USA and Prof University of San Andres, Argentina explained the economic value
of lower 6 GHz Wi-Fi spectrum, 5925-6425 MHz as Read More

6. ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) organized 4th India Spectrum Management Conference
2024 (ISMC-24) was held from 7-8 Nov, 2024 at Hotel Le Meridian, New Delhi. Event served as
the prominent forum for in-depth analysis of key issues related to Read More

7. ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) in response to a TRAI Consultation Paper submitted
comprehensive response regarding the ongoing consultation paper on Telecom Commercial
Communication. IAFI emphasized the need to expand the framework’ scope to prevent SCAM
Communication Read More

8. In response to TRAI Consultation Paper on service authorization granted under new Telecom
Act, 2023, IAFI vehemently opposes the proposed amalgamation of the GMPCS and VSAT
authorization and said that these two authorization should remain separate as Read More

9. IAFI calls for Delicensing of Captive 5G networks under Service Authorisations to be Granted
Under the Telecommunications Act, 2023. Read More

10. Bharat Bhatia, president ITU APT Foundation of India has been elected to chair the global group
in ITU that will decide the 6G standards. Read More

11. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI in a press release applauded TRAI for releasing a
consultation paper on spectrum auction, in millimeter bands 37-37.5 GHz, 37.5-40 GHz, and
42.5-43.5 GHz bands, seeking comments from the stakeholders, for future 5G deployment and
ensuring reliable and widespread 5G coverage in sectors like healthcare, robotics, and Industry
4.0. Read More

12. A new Task Force dedicated to address the challenges and opportunities in developing and
standardizing 6G technology, to focus on enhancing India’s participation in the ITU IMT-2030
framework. IAFI welcomes participation from industry, academia, research institutions, and
standards development organizations on ubiquitous and affordable connectivity, support
development of telecom and semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem, thus India taking lead in
6G Technology ecosystem and services. Read More

13. IAFI urges Department of Telecom for urgently delicensing the frequency band 5925-6425 MHz
for the use of Wi-Fi to support India’s local manufacturing innovation and export make in India
products. Considering the importance of the Wi-Fi in 6 GHz band, many major economies like
USA, Canada, France, Germany, UK, Singapore, UAE etc, have already delicensed Wi-Fi 6e
(5925-6425 MHz). Read More

14. During the “National Workshop on Learnings from WRC-23 and the way forward, planning for
WRC-27 and forthcoming ITU and APT meetings”, organized by IAFI at Hotel Hyatt Centric, MG
Road, Bangalore, Chief Guest, the Member (Technology) announced that the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) will soon initiate studies on the Citizens Broadband Radio Service
(CBRS). The studies will also address potential 5G coexistence issues with Aircraft Radio
Altimeters. Read More

Links to our Activities & Programmes

1) Letter to Wireless Advisor to the Government of India, Department of Telecommunications
(DoT), Ministry of Communications, Government of India , Shri V J Christopher for Request for
Consideration of Allowing Lower Size Antennas less than 1.2 M in the Lower Ku-Band (13.75-14
GHz)

2) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Spectrum Allocation for 6G in India

3) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Spectrum Assignment and
Regulatory Clarity for Satellite Services

4) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Strategic Spectrum Allocation for R&D and
Regulatory Sandbox to Propel India’s Leadership in 6G

5) Letter to Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister of India, Shri P K Mishra for PMO Support
needed for Innovation and Local Manufacturing

6) Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region, Government
of India Request for IAFI’s recommendation for Delicensing of Captive 5G networks under
Service Authorisations to be Granted Under the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

7) Letter to Hon’ble Minister for Communications and Railways Request for Industry consultation
on Draft Telecommunication Rules, 2023

8) Letter to Secretary, Ministry of Power Request for Implementing Green Open Access Rules for
the Telecom Sector in States/UTs

9) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Request for further extension of implementation of
MTCTE

10) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Clarification for import of NGSO Satellite Devices
under MTCTE

11) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Assignment of Spectrum for Satellite
Communication Services

12) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Request for Urgent Intervention in Equipment Theft
Cases

13) Letter to Hon’ble Minister for Communications and Railways, Government of India Urgent
need for WRC-23 follow up actions on 6GHz Band-Delicensing of 5925-6425 MHz is key to
support innovation and make in India

IAFI MEMBERSHIP
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is a non-profit, non-political, non-partisan Industry foundation
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, 1960. IAFI has been working for the
last 20 years with the prime objective of encouraging the involvement of professionals, corporate,
public/private sector industries, R&D organizations, academic institutions, and such other agencies
engaged in the development of the Indian Telecom sector. The members of IAFI are corporate
members are 28 and individual members to 135 making a total of 163 members. The EC also
emphasized on the Creation of a new member category for academia and a campaign to register
Eminent educational institutes as members. The benefits provided to the members include an
invitation to all the events of the Foundation which include: Training programs, seminars,
workshops, etc. conducted by the society on a complimentary basis. Besides, EC Members will
also have access to information related to ITU and APT and other telecom journals where members
can subscribe. Members are further eligible to participate in ITU-T, ITU-D, and APT activities. The
individual Membership Fee of IAFI has been reversed to the previous fee that was applicable since
the beginning. Please click: Membership details

Partners Association

Activities in our focus areas during August 2024

Global satellite navigation systems are at risk from increasingly frequent jamming and spoofing of
signals, threatening the safety and security of ships and aircraft worldwide. The United Nations
agencies for telecommunications, aviation and maritime shipping have called for urgent protection
of the radio navigation satellite service (RNSS) that supports accurate global navigation and
timekeeping. ITU, together with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and
International Maritime Organization (IMO), issued a joint statement expressing “grave concern”
about the rising cases of harmful interference.

APT- IAFI circulated the meeting invitation to members to register and attend the The Asia-Pacific
Telecommunity (APT) will organize the 34th Meeting of the APT Wireless Group (AWG-34) from 31
March to 4 April 2025 in Kathmandu, Nepal. The meeting will be hosted by the Ministry of
Communication and Information Technology of Nepal (MoCIT) and the Nepal Telecommunications
Authority (NTA). The Plenary will be conducted in hybrid mode (there can be online participation)
and the breakout meetings will be conducted in physical mode (no online participation).

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) wants all telecom licence holders to migrate to an
authorisation regime in a time-bound manner so that existence of two separate frameworks, leaving
room for potential litigation, could be avoided. “We are finalising the structure of the authorisation
regime based on the recommendations of the regulator, and will try to implement it in a time-bound
manner,” an official told ET, without sharing further details. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai) has already shared its recommendations with DoT on the authorisation regime, majority
of which have been approved by Digital Communications Commission (DCC), the highest decision-
making body of DoT.

The Government of India has appointed two new Whole-Time Members of the TRAI: Shri Ritu
Ranjan Mittar and Shri Maruthi Prasad Tangirala, for three years. Shri Mittar, former Head and
Advisor of the Telecommunication Engineering Centre (TEC), and Shri Tangirala, currently
Additional Secretary in the Department of Financial Services, joined a Whole-Time member in
TRAI, while Prof. Ranjan Bose and Shri Neelkanth Mishra, serve as Part-Time Members. Notably,
Shri Mittar recently chaired the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 2024 (WTSA-
24) in New Delhi. With these appointments, TRAI now comprises the Chairman, Secretary, two
Whole-Time Members, and two Part-Time Members. In the past IAFI has worked closely with Mr. R
R Mittar during his election as chairman of ITU-T SG 11 as well as during his chairmanship of
WTSA.
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ITU-APT Foundation Of India 504, Fifth Floor World Trade Center (Behind Lalit Hotel)  Barakhamba Road
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