
December Highlights

Monthly News Summary
Dear Respected Member,
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is delighted to share its previous month's activities with
you:

India Spectrum Management Conference (ISMC-2025): Day-1: The ITU-APT Foundation of India
(IAFI) successfully organized the two-days, 5th India Spectrum Management Conference (ISMC-
2025) from December 15–16, 2025, at Hotel- The Claridges, New Delhi. This landmark event
served as a high-level forum for industry leaders, government officials, and international experts to
align India’s digital trajectory with global standards. The conference was attended by over 150
national and international experts representing government bodies, academia, and the private
sector. Discussions centered on critical themes including India’s Spectrum Policies and
preparations for WRC-27, The roadmap for 6G and IMT Spectrum, Satellite Communication and
regulations regarding unauthorized satellite transmissions and AI- driven spectrum management.
The Inaugural Session featured a distinguished panel of guests, including Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti,
Chairman, TRAI; Shri Rudra Narayan Palai, Member (Technology), DoT; Shri Rajkumar Upadhyay,
CEO and Chairman, C-DOT Board; Mr. Mario Maniewicz, Director, BR, ITU and Mr. Charles
Cooper, Associate Administrator, NTIA, USA. In his keynote address, Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti
emphasized that the true value of spectrum is only realized when policy, technology, and services
converge to deliver meaningful outcomes for citizens and the industry.
Day 1 provided deep insights into the intrinsic value of spectrum across various services through
several focused sessions on Spectrum Policy - moderated by Shri Vikram Tiwathia, Sr DDG, COAI;
Terrestrial Services Roadmap -chaired by Shri S.T. Abbas, Sr DDG and Head, TEC, focusing on
spectrum requirements for terrestrial growth; regarding Satellite Networks - by Shri P.K. Jain,
Director, IN-SPACe, detailed the spectrum roadmap for satellite communication and Wi Fi Spectrum
- chaired by Shri Munesh Kumar, Joint Wireless Advisor, WPC/DoT. The first day of ISMC-2025
successfully bridged the gap between global regulatory vision and local implementation strategies.
By bringing together key stakeholders from the ITU and NTIA alongside Indian regulators, the
conference established a robust foundation for India’s 6G and satellite-ready future.

Read More: https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/ismc25-a-review/

India Spectrum Management Conference (ISMC-2025)- Day-2: The second day of the
conference offered a deep dive into the future of global connectivity, featuring high-level discussions
on regulatory frameworks and emerging technologies. The day’s proceedings were graced by Shri
Deb Kumar Chakrabarti, Member (Services), DCC, DoT, who served as the Chief Guest. Key
Sessions & Technical Discussions were regarding AI in Spectrum Management new spectrum band
for IMT especially 7-8 GHz (Agenda Item 1.7): Chaired by Shri M.K. Pattanaik, Joint Wireless
Advisor, WPC/DoT), highly anticipated allocation of additional spectrum for IMT; Satellite Services &
Direct-to-Cell (D2C), covered a range of WRC-27 Agenda Items (1.1 through 1.14). Critical topics
included were reducing antenna sizes and regulating unauthorized NGSO emissions. Shri Anil
Kumar Bhardwaj, DDG (SE), DoT HQ, examined the evolving landscape of spectrum pricing and
national policies. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI expressed sincere thanks and gratitude to the
sponsors- viz Amazon, Ericsson, GSMA, Meta, Qualcomm, Shure, Tata Communications, and
Viasat; and supporting organizations viz The Ministry of Communications and DoT, IN-SPACe, C-
DOT, Bharat 6G Alliance, and the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance (DSA). Special thanks were given to
the media partner, Communication Today. The event brought together an elite group of experts from
Government & Regulatory: TRAI, WPC, ISRO, and Doordarshan, Academia - IIT Madras, University
of Notre Dame (USA), and Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham and Industry Leaders: ITU, NTIA (USA),
Reliance Jio, COAI, Dhruv Space, Sateliot, Omnispace, and NGNguru.

7th NSG-6 Meeting: The 7th meeting of the NSG-6 was held on 10-12-2025, in the Spectrum
Room, Sanchar Bhawan, DoT, New Delhi. Shri N. K. Bhola, Chairman, NSG-6, opened the meeting
by welcoming members and emphasizing the strategic importance of increasing India’s
contributions to ITU-R Study Group 6 and its associated Working Parties. He urged stakeholders to
submit proposals to NSG-6 in a timely manner to allow for robust domestic deliberation before
international submission. Shri Manoj Gupta, Coordinator, NWP-6, presented a comprehensive
summary of the last ITU-R SG-6 meetings held in Geneva in September 2025, presented key
outcomes and critical matters requiring immediate attention and follow-up from NSG-6 members.
Shri Rajeev Kumar, DDG, Doordarshan and chairman, NWP-6, reviewed India’s recent
contributions BT.1877-3, regarding error-correction and modulation methods for digital terrestrial
television and Recommendation BT.1306-8, inviting Indian perspectives on the standardization of
digital television systems. Shri Prakash Sonkamble, Rapporteur, NSG-6, briefed the group on
multimedia services for handheld receivers in VHF/UHF bands. He highlighted how this standard
aligns with the evolution of India's terrestrial broadcasting ecosystem. Shri Vaibhav Chhabra
presented updates on Report ITU-R BT.2343. He noted that the on-going D2M (Mobile Multimedia
Broadcasting (BT.2016-4)), trials conducted by Prasar Bharati and IIT Kanpur provide a vital data
foundation for future Indian contributions to this global report. The Chairman concluded the session
by urging all members and stakeholders to adopt at least one specific work item to lead, ensuring
that India remains a proactive participant in shaping international broadcasting standards.

TRAI Open House Discussion (OHD) regarding Auction of Radio Frequency Spectrum: The
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) conducted an Open House Discussion (OHD) on 12-
12-2025, regarding the TRAI Consultation Paper on the Auction of Radio Frequency Spectrum
identified for International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT). This pivotal session serves as the final
step in the consultation process that will shape the recommendations for India’s next major
spectrum auction, anticipated in mid-2026. The session was chaired by Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti,
Chairman, TRAI, alongside two TRAI Members and Principal Advisors from both the Technical and
Finance wings. Key discussion highlights where a unified view was presented by Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs) and the IAFI, advocating for a drastic reduction in the spectrum reserve prices.
The argument centered on the massive capital expenditure (CAPEX) required for nationwide 5G
rollout and the current challenges in spectrum monetization. Regarding 6 GHz band (6425–7125
MHz), IAFI suggested that the entire upper 6 GHz band must be reserved for IMT/6G to ensure
long-term network capacity and global harmonization. It was proposed for delicensing of the lower 6
GHz band for Wi-Fi 6E/7, emphasizing its necessity for indoor data offloading. Regarding Payment
Terms & Moratorium - IAFI proposed a more flexible payment structure, a 6-year moratorium on
spectrum payments, post-moratorium, payments should be spread over 14 equal annual
instalments and zero upfront payments to encourage broader participation. IAFI suggested for
inclusion of 600 MHz band in the upcoming auction, as the device ecosystem for this frequency is
now mature.

IAFI comments to TRAI on Consultation Paper regarding Interconnection Matters: The ITU-
APT Foundation of India (IAFI) recently provided comments on the TRAI Consultation Paper
regarding "Review of existing TRAI Regulations on Interconnection matters," released on
November 10, 2025. This review is now critical as it seeks to overhaul nine different regulations that
have governed Indian telecom interconnection for over two decades. The primary focus of IAFI's
position is to modernize the framework to accommodate IP-based (Internet Protocol) networks, 5G
technology, and Satellite-based communication. Key highlights of IAFI's comments were (a)
Because of the rapid rollout of 4G and 5G, the traditional circuit-switched interconnection is
becoming obsolete. IAFI advocate for a mandatory shift toward IP-based interconnection, to ensure
better service quality and technical efficiency. (b) Satellite Interconnection Framework – major
portion of their submission focuses on the need for clear guidelines for Satellite-based
telecommunications. IAFI suggested for establishing specific Points of Interconnect (PoIs) between
satellite gateways and terrestrial networks (mobile/fixed). (c) IAFI supported reviewing the RIO
framework to ensure that new entrants and smaller players are not discriminated and advocate for
transparent, cost-based pricing for interconnection charges. (d) Regarding existing 2018 regulations
on interconnection agreements, IAFI suggested that same must be finalized within 30 days. IAFI
highlighted that delays still occur and suggested stricter monitoring or automated processes to
prevent these delays from hindering service rollouts. (d) IAFI suggested the need to balance the
International Termination Charge (ITC), to ensure that incoming international traffic is handled fairly
without making Indian operators uncompetitive or encouraging "grey market" traffic. Similarly, under
Telecommunications Act, 2023 regime, the interconnection rules must be "future proofed" to support
emerging technologies like M2M (Machine-to-Machine) and IoT connectivity.

IEEE International Conference on Advanced Networks and Telecommunications Systems:
The 19th IEEE International Conference on Advanced Networks and Telecommunications Systems
(IEEE ANTS 2025) was held from December 15–18, 2025, at the Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology (IIIT) Delhi, India. Under the theme "Smart, Sustainable, and Secure
Networks towards 6G," the conference served as a premier forum for fostering dialogue between
academia, industry, and government to align research with global policy and commercial initiatives.
Main aim of the conference was to promote an intense dialogue between academic and industry, to
bridge the gap between academic research, industry initiatives, and governmental policies. The
conference centered on four major areas - Wireless Communication, Wired Communication,
Network Technologies, and Emerging Applications. Key discussions focused on (a) The Road to 6G
exploring 6G standardization, intelligent meta-surfaces, and integrated sensing and communication
(ISAC) (b) Security and Resilience -AI-driven intrusion detection, Quantum Key Distribution (QKD),
and post-quantum cryptography (c) Emerging Technologies - Satellite Internet, Haptic/Holographic
technologies, and Open RAN (O-RAN) paradigms (d) Sustainability – Green communications and
energy- efficient networking. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI and Shri Jitendra Singh, Sr
Director, Qualcomm India participated in the expert panel discussion regarding “Status of the 5G
deployment in India and the world, and India’s Role in the road to 6G”. The panel underscored
India’s emerging leadership in the Bharat 6G Alliance and the importance of localized
standardization through the TSDSI.

DoT Strategic Orientation Workshop on ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 (PP26): The
Department of Telecommunications (DoT), through the Haryana LSA successfully conducted a two-
day strategic workshop titled “Orientation of LSA Officers for the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference
2026 (PP-26)”. The event took place on 16–17 December 2025 at Suraj Kund, Faridabad, Haryana.
Led by Shri R. Shakya, DDG, the workshop served as a critical preparatory platform for India’s
engagement with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). As the ITU’s supreme policy-
making body, the Plenipotentiary Conference (scheduled for November 2026 in Doha, Qatar) will
determine the global direction of ICT for the coming years. Primary objective of the workshop was
to identify and finalize India's priority areas for the upcoming PP-26. This includes developing
Common Proposals that represent India’s interests in the Asia- Pacific region. Key focus areas
were:

1. Strategy for India’s candidacy for the ITU Council and the Radio Regulations Board (RRB)

2. Formulating positions on Artificial Intelligence (AI) governance, 6G development, and satellite
communications (c) Promoting India’s success stories like Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) and
the "India Stack" as global models

3. Reviewing the ITU’s roadmap for 2028–2031 to ensure it aligns with the needs of developing
nations. A significant highlight of the event was the panel discussion on “Industry Expectations
from PP-26”. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President of IAFI, joined with other eminent industry leaders to
share insights on global ICT priorities. The panel emphasized the need for a collaborative
approach between the government and private sector to strengthen India’s influential role at the
ITU.

1st Inter-Regional Information Session (IRIS): The International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
successfully hosted the 1st Inter- regional Information Session (IRIS-1) on WRC-27 Preparation
from December 3 to 5, 2025, in a hybrid format at its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. This
crucial event brought together representatives from all six major ITU Regional Organizations viz
APT (Asia-Pacific), ASMG (Arab), ATU (Africa), CEPT (Europe), CITEL (The Americas), and RCC
(Eurasia), to harmonize their positions on the agenda items for the upcoming World
Radiocommunication Conference in 2027 (WRC-27). The three-day session featured nine intensive
working sessions, focusing on the technical and regulatory studies required to update the Radio
Regulations, the international treaty governing global spectrum use. Discussions spanned the full
range of modern radio-communication needs, especially (a) Technical sharing studies for
International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT), including new spectrum allocations (Agenda Item
1.7), and the emerging trend of Direct Connectivity between Space Stations and IMT User
Equipment (Agenda Item 1.13); (b) Issues related to Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) and Fixed-
Satellite Service (FSS), including new allocations for low-data-rate applications, regulatory
measures for smaller FSS earth station antennas, and addressing unauthorized non-Geostationary
Satellite Orbit (non-GSO) operations; (c) Critical items for Radio Astronomy (RAS), including their
protection in Radio Quiet Zones (RQZ), and the protection of Earth Exploration Satellite Service
(EESS) (passive) systems and (d) Consideration of spectrum needs and regulatory measures for
Lunar communications in the Space Research Service (SRS), highlighting the growing interest in
deep-space exploration. India's interests were strongly represented by Shri Bharat Bhatia
(President, IAFI), Shri Jitendra Singh (Head Govt. Affairs, Qualcomm) and Dr. Puneet Rathore
(Lead Technical Standards, Qualcomm), who attended the conference physically, while many other
members joined virtually. The event marks the official start of the inter-regional dialogue CPM-27,
RA-27 and WRC-27, which is essential for forging consensus and preparing the regulatory
groundwork for WRC-27, scheduled for October 2027 in Shanghai, China.

ITU/TRAI Workshop on Performance, QoS and QoE: The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU), in coordination with the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), successfully hosted a
two-day Workshop on "Performance, Quality of Service (QoS), and Quality of Experience (QoE)" in
Bhubaneswar, Orissa on December 4-5, 2025. The event drew significant global participation, with
over 150 delegates (in-person and virtual) from 39 countries, including regulators, operators, and
technology specialists from Asia, Africa, and Europe. The workshop facilitated by the Quality-of-
Service Development Group (QSDG) operating under ITU-T Study Group 12 (Performance, Quality
of Service, Quality of Experience). Key Speakers were many dignitaries included the Secretary,
TRAI (Welcome Address), Chairman, TRAI (Keynote Address), and the Chief Secretary, Odisha
(Special Address). The primary aim of the workshop was to build and share global best practices for
telecom regulators and to address the increasing challenges in ensuring reliable and secure
telecom services worldwide. The event was specifically designed to raise awareness regarding the
implementation of WTSA Resolution 95 on ITU-T initiatives concerning best practices and policies
related to service quality, underscoring the commitment to harmonizing global telecom quality
standards.

NCA-T Webinar on Blockchain: National Communications Academy -Technology (NCA-T)
Ghaziabad organized a webinar on 05/12/2025 on “Blockchain Technology and its Application”.
Main aim of the webinar was to explain the power and potential of Blockchain Technology,
introducing the core principles of block-chain, including decentralization, cryptographic security,
consensus mechanisms, smart contracts, and distributed ledgers. Speakers explained how the
block-chain works, why it is considered highly secure and transparent, and how it is reshaping
digital trust across sectors. The webinar combined simplified explanations with real-world examples,
making it easy for even non-technical audiences to grasp key concepts. In addition, the webinar
explained practical applications of block-chain in finance, supply chain management, telecom,
governance, cyber-security, and emerging digital ecosystems. The session concluded with a look at
current global and Indian trends, key government initiatives, prevailing challenges, and the vast
future opportunities presented by the technology.

Media Showcase: Following Items relating to IAFI were covered in the media

1. The 5th International Spectrum Management Conference (ISMC-25), organized by ITU-APT
Foundation of India (IAFI), took place on December 15-16, 2025, at The Claridges, New Delhi. It
was inaugurated by TRAI Chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti and ITU Radiocommunication Bureau
Director Mario Maniewicz, with IAFI President Bharat Bhatia welcoming global thought leaders.
Discussions centered on India's spectrum policies, WRC-27 preparations, 6G IMT spectrum,
satellite communications, AI-driven spectrum manage Read More

2. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) urges the government to swiftly delicense the lower 6
GHz band (5925–6425 MHz) to fuel India’s leadership in AI, smart manufacturing, and
immersive digital technologies. This spectrum supports next-generation Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7,
offering ultra-fast speeds, low latency, and support for dense device connectivity essential for
modern digital services. Aligning India with over 100 countries that have already delicensed this
band, the move will accelerate digi Read More

3. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) supports auctioning the upper 6 GHz and 7 GHz bands
for India’s 6G rollout, calling them vital to the nation’s 6G vision. IAFI urges TRAI to rethink
traditional auctions, citing declining operator interest and poor 2024 auction results (only 1.34%
spectrum sold). It recommends including contiguous spectrum up to 8400 MHz to enable ultra-
broadband connectivity and align with global shifts toward more innovation-friendly spectrum
policies. Read More

4. IAFI continues to champion India’s leadership in telecom and ICT innovation worldwide. Its
President, Mr. Bharat B Bhatia, emphasizes the urgent need for clear SATCOM and 6GHz
spectrum policies to sustain India’s AI and 6G competitiveness. Speaking from Geneva while
chairing the 6G standards meeting, he highlighted risks from policy delays on 6GHz and
nonGSO satellites. Swift action is crucial to unlock innovation in AI, blockchain, and rural
connectivity. Read More

5. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) commends the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) for releasing the draft Telecommunications Rules, 2025 (GSR 606E) under the Telecom
Act, 2023—a crucial milestone in shaping India’s telecom future. IAFI urges DoT to align the
new authorisation framework with TRAI’s recommendations to promote transparency,
inclusiveness, and innovation. These reforms promise to strengthen India’s digital ecosystem
and regulatory clarity. Read More

6. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) respectfully appeals to Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra Modi
Ji to expedite delicensing of the lower 6GHz band(5925–6425 MHz) for unlicensed WiFi use.
This vital spectrum will boost WiFi6E/7 deployment and accelerate India’s AI, IoT, and digital
innovation ecosystem. Timely action will ensure India’s leadership in the global technology race.
Empowering access to this spectrum will drive inclusive growth and digital empowerment across
the nation. Read More

7. IAFI Urges Prompt Delicensing of Lower 6 GHz Band. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI)
has urged the Minister of Communications to promptly delicense the lower 6 GHz band (5925–
6425 MHz) to boost innovation, local manufacturing, and exports. Despite a Gazette notification
in May 2025, the final rules are still pending, risking economic losses of up to ?12.7 lakh crore
annually and missing out on global opportunities worth $4 trillion. IAFI emphasized that timely
delicensing is critical for Read More

8. We are proud to share that Mr. Bharat B Bhatia, President of the ITU-APT FOUNDATION OF
INDIA (IAFI), has been nominated as Chair of the Editorial Committee for the APT Conference
Preparatory Group for WRC-27 (APG-27), from the Republic of India. This prestigious
nomination—made on the recommendation of the Heads of Delegation during the 2nd Meeting
of APG27 (APG27-2)—recognizes the role of Editorial Committee Chair as being equivalent to
Vice Chair of the Plenary. The proposal, formally moved by Read More

9. TRAI Chairman Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti, speaking at ISPC-25 in New Delhi, highlighted the vital
role of satellite communication in bridging India’s digital divide and advancing national inclusion
goals. He emphasized TRAI’s balanced recommendations, including a 4% AGR fee for satellite
spectrum use, to support industry growth. Lahoti also stressed the importance of non-terrestrial
networks (NTNs) in enabling nationwide connectivity and achieving UN SDGs. Read More

10. India’s Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has highlighted satellite internet as a key
solution for expanding connectivity in rural and remote regions, where laying traditional networks
like fiber or microwave is challenging. With 100% FDI permitted in the sector, DoT is promoting
telecom manufacturing under the upcoming Telecom Policy 2025. Satellite services are
expected to grow as devices shrink and become more smartphone-compatible. Read More

Links to our Activities & Programmes

1) The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi Ji, Government of India, New Delhi for
Urgent Appeal to Expedite Delicensing of the Lower 6 GHz Band to Secure India's Al Leadership
and Digital Future.

2) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Prompt delicensing of the 5925–6425 MHz
Band for immediate Indoor Wi-Fi use and support innovation and "Make in India”.

3) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments/suggestions on the Draft National
Telecom Policy (NTP), 2025, circulated by the Policy Section of DoT on 24-07-2025.

4) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments/suggestions on the DoT Notification
No. G.S.R.- 411(E), regarding draft Telecommunications (Telecom Cyber Security) Rules, 2024,
issued on 24-06-2025.

5) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments on the DoT Notification No. G.S.R.316
(E) – Lower 6GHz Wi-Fi

6) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Delicensing the 5925–6425
MHz Band to Support Innovation and Make in India

7) Letter to Wireless Advisor to the Government of India, Department of Telecommunications
(DoT), Ministry of Communications, Government of India , Shri V J Christopher for Request for
Consideration of Allowing Lower Size Antennas less than 1.2 M in the Lower Ku-Band (13.75-14
GHz)

8) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Spectrum Allocation for 6G in India

9) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Spectrum Assignment and
Regulatory Clarity for Satellite Services

10) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Strategic Spectrum Allocation for R&D and
Regulatory Sandbox to Propel India’s Leadership in 6G

11) Letter to Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister of India, Shri P K Mishra for PMO Support
needed for Innovation and Local Manufacturing

12) Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region, Government
of India Request for IAFI’s recommendation for Delicensing of Captive 5G networks under
Service Authorisations to be Granted Under the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

13) Letter to Hon’ble Minister for Communications and Railways Request for Industry consultation
on Draft Telecommunication Rules, 2023

14) Letter to Secretary, Ministry of Power Request for Implementing Green Open Access Rules
for the Telecom Sector in States/UTs

15) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Request for further extension of implementation of
MTCTE

16) Letter to Secretary DoT & Chairman DCC Clarification for import of NGSO Satellite Devices
under MTCTE

IAFI MEMBERSHIP
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is a non-profit, non-political, non-partisan Industry foundation
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, 1960. IAFI has been working for the
last 20 years with the prime objective of encouraging the involvement of professionals, corporate,
public/private sector industries, R&D organizations, academic institutions, and such other agencies
engaged in the development of the Indian Telecom sector. The members of IAFI are corporate
members are 28 and individual members to 135 making a total of 163 members. The EC also
emphasized on the Creation of a new member category for academia and a campaign to register
Eminent educational institutes as members.
The benefits provided to the members include an invitation to all the events of the Foundation which
include: Training programs, seminars, workshops, etc. conducted by the society on a
complimentary basis. Besides, EC Members will also have access to information related to ITU and
APT and other telecom journals where members can subscribe. Members are further eligible to
participate in ITU-T, ITU-D, and APT activities. The individual Membership Fee of IAFI has been
reversed to the previous fee that was applicable since the beginning. Please click: Membership
details

Partners Association

Activities in our focus areas during August 2024

High-speed, always-on Internet access powers everything from video streaming and remote work to
online learning and digital healthcare, with broadband telecommunication networks connecting
people, communities, and economies to the wider digital world. The Broadband Commission for
Sustainable Development – established by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 2010 – has put
universal broadband access at the forefront of global policy. The high-level body has regularly
united leaders from government, industry, and civil society to drive advocacy and produce influential
research and policy recommendations aimed at connecting everyone affordably. Now, the
Commission has augmented its annual State of Broadband report series with a four-part set
exploring different aspects of the broadband landscape in 2025. The set offers deeper dives into
specific issues, such as progress on broadband targets in developing countries; challenges and
opportunities with broadband in Africa; emerging satellite and non-terrestrial technologies; and how
artificial intelligence (AI), data governance, and digital infrastructure are transforming societies
worldwide.

The Management Committee of the APT (MC) meets annually to pursue the policies and principles
of the General Assembly, supervise the Secretariat's function, review and approve work
programmes, and annual budget. The 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT
(MC-49) was held from 9 to 12 December 2025 in Bangkok, Thailand with physical attendance as
well as virtual/online participation through Zoom meeting (i.e., hybrid meeting). MC-49 was hosted
by the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society, Kingdom of Thailand.
MC-49 was attended by 151 (88 in-person) participants representing 30 Members, 2 Associate
Members, 7 Affiliate Members, and 1 International Organization. MC-49 was chaired by Mr.
Sokharath Penh (Kingdom of Cambodia), and the Ad-Hoc Groups on Work Programme and on
Budget were chaired by the Vice-Chairmen of the MC-49, Dr. Maria Myutel (Australia) and Mr.
Alireza Darvishi (Islamic Republic of Iran), respectively.
The key outcomes of MC-49 are as follows:

Reviewed the APT Work Programme activities and budget expenditure for the year 2025.
Approved the APT Work Programme for the year 2026.
Approved the APT Annual Budget for the year 2026.
Approved the APT Guidelines on the Management of Fully Virtual Meetings and Physical
Meetings with Remote Participation.
Approved the establishment of a Correspondence Group for the APT Strategic Plan 2027–2029,
including its Terms of Reference, Work Plan, and leadership, with the People’s Republic of China
as Chair, and the Republic of India and Malaysia as Vice-Chairs.
Approved the dissolution of the APT Yearbook Fund and the corresponding revisions to the APT
Financial Regulations.
Abrogated the Guidelines for the Use of the APT Yearbook Fund.
Decided to convene the Preparatory Meeting of the 17th Session of the APT General Assembly
(one day), the 17th Session of the APT General Assembly (two days), and the 50th Session of
the APT Management Committee (three days) from 13 to 18 December 2026.

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) in a press release announced transformative growth
in India’s digital infrastructure as of late 2025. These achievements underscore a decade of
aggressive expansion in connectivity, particularly in rural sectors and next-generation mobile
services. Internet connections crossed the milestone of 100 crore to reach 100.29 crore, as against
25.15 crore in March 2014, registering growth of 298.77%. Broadband connections rose from 6.1
crore in March 2014 to 99.56 crore in 2025, growing by 1,532.13%. Average monthly data
consumption per wireless data subscriber increased by 399 times to 24.01 GB in 2025, up from
61.66 MB in March 2014, one of the highest in the world. Overall tele-density in India rose to
86.65% in September 2025. Rural telephone connections grew 42.9%; nearly double of urban
increase, rising from 377.78 million in March 2014 to 539.83 million in September 2025. 5G
services rolled out in all States/ UTs across the country and are available in 99.9% of the districts in
the country with population coverage of 85%. 5.08 lakh 5G Base Transceiver Stations (BTSs)
installed by Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) across the country. DoT re-farmed 687 MHz of
spectrum in various frequency bands viz. 6425-7025 MHz, 2500-2690 MHz and 1427-1518 MHz,
for IMT based services.

On December 10, 2025, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) released comprehensive
recommendations aimed at overhauling the assignment and pricing of microwave spectrum. This
spectrum is critical for "radio backhaul", the invisible infrastructure that connects mobile towers to
the core network, especially as 5G expansion increases data demands. The recommendations
cover spectrum in the 6 GHz (lower), 7 GHz, 13 GHz, 15 GHz, 18 GHz, and 21 GHz bands
(Traditional Microwave Bands), as well as the high-frequency E-band (71-76/81-86 GHz) and V-
band (57-66 GHz). TRAI clarified that these bands must be used exclusively for radio backhaul and
not for last-mile connectivity or Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) for customers. TRAI recommended
an administrative process to prevent cost inflation and encourage rapid network expansion. The 7
GHz band usage should be reviewed after WRC-2027. Until then, no new links should be assigned,
though existing ones can be renewed. One of the most significant aspects is the "massive cut" in
fees, with some operators potentially seeing up to a 55% reduction in backhaul costs. For telcos,
TRAI recommended a flat charge of 0.1% of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) per carrier. This
replaces the current escalating matrix where charges increased progressively with each additional
carrier. To simplify the process, no specific rollout obligations are attached to these backhaul
assignments. These recommendations are viewed as a "holistic framework" to promote optimal
spectrum utilization.
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