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Monthly News Summary
Dear Respected Member,
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is delighted to share its previous month's activities with
you:

Convergence India Expo 2026: The 33rd Convergence India Expo (March 23–25, New Delhi)
drew 50,000+ attendees, 1,000+ exhibitors, and delegates from 25+ countries. Shri Chirag Paswan,
Cabinet Minister, Government of India attended as Chief Guest, with keynote addresses from Shri
Anil Kumar Lahoti, Chairman TRAI. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI, spoke at the inaugural
session on “6G, AI & Quantum”, highlighting the future of intelligent connectivity.

IAFI Pushes for Inclusion of Satellite IoT: IAFI has urged DoT and IN-SPACe to align the draft
Telecommunications Act framework to include satellite-based IoT services in MSS bands. Current
provisions under the Internet Service Authorisation (ISA) exclude such use cases. IAFI has
proposed targeted amendments to enable MSS-based M2M/IoT services. Without these changes,
low- revenue IoT services risk falling under heavy licensing regimes, threatening commercial
viability.

Urgent Call to Fast-Track NGSO Clearances: IAFI has called on DoT to expedite in-principle
clearances for NGSO systems, noting delays of over a year despite a six-week timeline. Faster
approvals are critical to enable service rollout, attract investment, and expand connectivity in
underserved areas.
Media coverage: https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/iafi-urges-expeditious-clearance-of-ngso-
satellite-services/

Gateway Policy: IAFI Seeks Early Decision: IAFI has urged DoT to finalize revised guidelines on
allowing foreign operators to use Indian gateways. Comments were submitted in August 2025, but
no decision has been taken. IAFI has called for priority review and rationalized compliance
requirements.

WPC Meetings: IAFI Contributions on WRC-27 Agenda Items 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 for WP4A May
Meeting Accepted: The WPC Wing of the DoT organized a virtual meeting of the 14th NWP-4A1
(corresponding to WP- 4A/ITU-R) on March 23, 2026, to discuss contributions submitted by various
stakeholders regarding Agenda Items 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, and 1.4, as well as questions covered under the
scope of NWP-4A1.
IAFI submitted three contributions focusing on AI-1.1, 1.2, and 1.3. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President,
IAFI, along with other IAFI members, attended the meeting to present all three contributions and
address various queries raised by the attendees. All contributions were accepted during the
meeting and circulated to the members for further comments and discussion, pending finalization
and submission to the upcoming NSG-4 meeting.

WPC Meetings: IAFI Contributions on WRC-27 Agenda Items 1.5 for WP4A May Meeting
Accepted: Meeting of the National Working Party 4A-2 (NWP 4A-2) was held on March 27, 2026 in
a virtual mode. The meeting was chaired by Dr. S.C. Bera, Group Director, SNPA- SNSICG, Space
Application Centre and coordinated by Shri Arun Kumar, DWA, WPC Wing.
NWP-4A2 discussed the IAFI proposal on the WRC-27 Agenda Item -1.5 for submission to WP-4A
regarding on development of regulatory measures, and implementability thereof, to limit the
unauthorized operations of non-GSO earth stations in the fixed- satellite service (FSS) and mobile-
satellite service (MSS). The discussions will continue in the next meeting of NWP4A2

Sustainability in Telecom: NCA-T Webinar: IAFI members joined an NCA-T webinar on circular
economy in telecom, covering sustainable design, e-waste management, and lifecycle extension.
Experts from SERI, IIT Mandi, and Karo Sambhav shared practical insights on building a greener
telecom ecosystem.

ITU SG20 RG-AP Meeting: The SG20 Regional Group for Asia-Pacific (March 24–25) saw strong
participation, with 16 contributions presented, including 14 from India. Key discussions focused on
standards development and strengthening regional collaboration.

IAFI Organized a Round Table Meeting at CSOI KG Marg, New Delhi: On March 16, 2026, the
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) held a round-table drafting session at CSOI, KG Marg, New
Delhi, to discuss India's submissions for APG-27 and the National Study Group (NSG) regarding
WP-4A/4C (satellite issues). Shri Bharat Bhatia, President,IAFI, alongside several IAFI members,
including Shri Jitendra Singh, Dr. Sendil Devar, Dr. Puneet Rathor, Shri Rajesh Mehrotra, and Shri
P. K. Garg and many industry representatives from GSMA, Nokia, Viasat, Amazon Kuiper/LEO,
Qualcomm, and Ericsson, participated in the meeting. Participants deliberated on ten documents in
total: five for the APG27-3 meeting and five for WP-4A/4C. Among the satellite-related documents,
the group updated four draft CPM texts for Agenda Items 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, and 1.5 (for WP-4A), along
with one document for Agenda Item 1.13 (for WP-4C).

IAFI Workshop on Cyber Fraud and Digital Arrest: The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI),
supported by the Supreme Court Cyber, Data Privacy & AI Bar Association, organized a workshop
titled "Role of AI and Telecom in Dealing with Cyber Frauds and Digital Arrests", on March 17, 2026,
at CSOI, KG Marg, New Delhi. The event focused on leveraging AI, IT, and telecom infrastructure to
safeguard citizens and organizations against emerging digital threats. Speakers deliberated on
critical issues, including the anatomy of cyber frauds, digital forensics, cyber law, digital evidence,
legal remedies, strategic cyber-security, national response frameworks, and corporate cyber-
security. The workshop was well-received, drawing over 100 participants from across society,
including both youth and senior citizens. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI, inaugurated the
workshop alongside esteemed guests: Hon'ble Justice Shri Dinesh Maheshwari (Former Supreme
Court Judge and Chairman, Law Commission of India); Shri Ritu Ranjan Mittar (Member, TRAI); Mr.
Orhan Osmani (Head of Cyber-security Division, BDT, ITU); and Shri Anuj Kumar Agarwal
(Advocate, Supreme Court of India, and Chairman/Director of the Cyber, Data Privacy & AI Bar
Association). Technical sessions were led by distinguished experts, including Dr. Anup Girdhar
(CEO of Sedulity Solutions & Technologies), Shri Alok Vijayant (Founder of SciRoIT Technologies
LLP and former Senior Director, NSA, PMO), and Shri P. K. Garg (President, DCIF and Vice
Chairman, IAFI). The workshop received additional support from organizations such as CSAI, DCIF,
IEEE, and the CSI Delhi Chapter.
Link: https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/iafi-hosts-workshop-on-role-of-ai-and-telecom-in-
dealing-with-cyber-frauds-digital-arrests/

IAFI Organized 3rd Preparatory Workshop for WRC-27: The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI)
organized a critical workshop dedicated to the preparatory activities for the upcoming World
Radiocommunication Conference 2027 (WRC-27) on March 17, 2026. The event served as an
authoritative platform for aligning India’s national spectrum policies with international regulatory
frameworks. Bringing together senior representatives from the DoT, WPC, industry leaders, and
policy experts, the workshop aimed to strengthen India's strategic position on key WRC-27 agenda
items. Focus areas included Agenda Items 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.7, and 1.13. Delegates gained
crucial insights into the ITU-R Working Parties, the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM)
process, and the synergy between national and regional spectrum efforts. The major highlight of the
event included dedicated sessions on Working Parties 4A and 4C, which explored the profound
impact of Geostationary (GSO) and Non- Geostationary (Non-GSO) satellite services. Considering
the rise in spectrum demands, discussions heavily centered on satellite-terrestrial interworking,
spectrum efficiency, and technological convergence. This high-level engagement between the
government and industry is set to lay a robust foundation for India's participation in upcoming ITU-R
Working Party meetings, including key studies in WP 5D, WP 4A, and WP 4C.

Link: https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/wrc-27-talks-spotlight-spectrum-crunch-as-india-
pushes-6g-readiness/

Link: https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/wrc-27-preparations-spotlight-spectrum-crunch-for-6g/

TEC Organized an International Workshop at Vigyan Bhawan regarding 6G Standardization:
On March 18, 2026, the Telecommunication Engineering Centre (TEC), the technical arm of the
DoT, hosted the International Workshop on 6G Standardization at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.
Hon’ble Union Minister of Communications, Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, delivered the inaugural
address, accompanied by a special address from Minister of State, Dr. Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar. Aligned with the Atmanirbhar Bharat and Bharat 6G visions, the event aimed to position
India as a global leader in the design, development, and deployment of 6G technologies by 2030.
The workshop convened senior DoT officials, international telecom representatives, industry
leaders, and academic experts to foster domestic innovation and strengthen India’s influence in
global telecom standardization. Expert discussions and technical sessions explored the emerging
6G ecosystem, focusing on - The global roadmap for 6G and India’s path to 2030; Evolution for
next-generation communication systems; Strategies for future mobile networks; AI & ML Integration
implementation within telecom networks; Frameworks for reliable future communications;
Advancements in Radio Access Networks and Emerging 6G applications.

TEC Organized Meeting of the NWG-20 Corresponding to SG-20 of ITU-T: On March 20, 2026,
IAFI participated in a virtual meeting of the National Working Group 20 (NWG- 20), organized by the
Telecommunication Engineering Centre (TEC). NWG- 20, which corresponds to the ITU-T Study
Group 20, focuses on the Internet of Things (IoT), Digital Twins, and Smart Sustainable Cities and
Communities for the 2025–2028 study period. The session was chaired by Shri R. S. Singh, DDG
(IoT) at TEC, and featured participation from Shri Sushil Kumar, Chair of the SG20RG-AP. A total of
11 contributions were presented during the session, including five from TEC. Following detailed
deliberations, 10 contributions were successfully accepted for the final NWG-20 meeting. It may be
noted that the meeting of the SG20RG-AP, a regional group of SG-20 of ITU-T, will be held from
March 24-25, 2026.

ET Telecom 5G Congress 2026: ET Telecom, the telecom intelligence media vertical of The
Economic Times, organized the "5G Congress 2026" at the Hotel Hyatt, New Delhi, on March 20,
2026. The Chief Guest for the conference was the Hon’ble Union Minister of Communications and
Development of North Eastern Region, Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia. The Guests of Honour included
Shri Jitendra Singh, Minister of State for Science & Technology, Public Grievances and Pensions,
and Dr. Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar, Minister of State for Communications. Shri A. K. Lahoti,
Chairman of TRAI, was invited as a Special Guest. During the event, Shri Scindia emphasized that
India will build on its rapid 5G expansion to lead the world in 6G and Artificial Intelligence
innovation. With 5G network coverage now nearing 90% nationwide in India, the conference
conversations shifted from basic connectivity toward future- proofing the telecom ecosystem.
Highlighting rapid expansion and policy reforms, MoS Dr. Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar stated that
decisive actions have accelerated network rollouts, positioning India to reach one billion 5G users
by 2031. He also noted a cultural shift within the DoT toward a more outcome-oriented, private-
sector- like efficiency. TRAI Chairman Shri A. K. Lahoti stated that the Internet of Things (IoT) and
Machine-to Machine (M2M) communications will form the "neural network" of the 5G-connected
economy, requiring progressive regulation and robust spectrum policies. Additionally, Shri Bharat
Bhatia, President, IAFI, was invited as a guest speaker and shared his insights on the topic, “From
5G Advanced to 6G: Gauging India’s Readiness.” It was stressed that simply expanding coverage is
no longer enough. The industry must focus on monetizing 5G through enterprise adoption, private
networks, low-latency applications, and cross-sector integration to unlock the technology's true
economic value.

TRAI issues Consultation Paper on TCCCPR-2018 Amendments: The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) has issued a Consultation Paper regarding the Telecom Commercial
Communications Customer Preference Regulations, 2018 (TCCCPR, 2018), aimed at curbing the
menace of Unsolicited Commercial Communications (UCC). The initial framework for regulating
commercial communications (TCCCPR, 2018) was issued by TRAI on July 19, 2018. It was first
amended on December 21, 2018, with a second amendment following recently on February 12,
2025. Based on stakeholder feedback and recent technological advancements, such as the
implementation of AI-based UCC detection by major access providers, TRAI has recognized the
need to update the regulations. The authority plans to amend certain existing provisions and
introduce new ones to make the regulatory framework more effective and efficient in the current
digital landscape. Accordingly, TRAI has proposed draft amendments to the TCCCPR, 2018. The
deadline for submitting comments and feedback on these proposed changes is April 12, 2026

The 12th Asia-Pacific Spectrum Management Conference in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.: The
12th Asia-Pacific Spectrum Management Conference was held from 11-12 March, 2026 at Phnom
Penh, Cambodia. Conference was hosted by the Telecommunication Regulator of Cambodia (TRC)
and supported by Asia Pacific Telecommunity (APT), the two-day event gathers top policymakers,
regulators, and industry experts to shape regional spectrum strategies. Key discussions were
focused on the road to WRC-27, National Spectrum Strategies and Roadmaps, Next Steps -
Towards 5G Advanced and 6G, 6GHz, UHF Band, C-Band & more, D2D, EPFD and Non-
Terrestrial Networks, The Future of Fixed Wireless Access and Auctions, awards and pricing
strategy. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI moderated the session regrading “The Rise of Direct–
to–Device Services in Asia–Pacific – Progress, Policy Options and the Road to Commercialisation”.

IAFI requested DoT to Delink Aviation Clearance from SACFA to Accelerate Approvals: The
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) has requested Secretary, DoT, to streamline the approval
process for telecom towers by separating aviation hazard clearances from frequency-related
SACFA clearances. Currently, the WPC wing acts as an intermediary for these approvals.
Applicants apply through the WPC, which then circulates the request to the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) and the Airforce. IAFI notes that while delays frequently occur at the AAI or Airforce
level, the DoT often bears the blame due to this integrated system. To resolve this and improve the
Ease of Doing Business, IAFI is suggested for a decentralized approach, as adopted by the US
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). IAFI has suggested that the Telecom licensees
should be directly responsible for obtaining a No Objection Certificate (NOC) regarding aviation
hazards from the AAI and Airforce, removing the WPC as the intermediary. The DoT should grant
final spectrum approval based solely on the licensee providing proof of an aviation NOC or tower
exemption, effectively doing away with the current SACFA approval mechanism. The existing Saral
Sanchar portal should be utilized to register towers that have already secured their NOCs from
aviation authorities. This decentralized framework will ensure that specialized agencies remain
accountable for their respective domains while significantly accelerating the rollout of 4G and 5G
infrastructure across the country.

National Working Party (NWP) - 4A1 meeting: WPC wing of DoT organised 13 th NWP-4A1
virtual meeting on 11-03-2026, under the chairmanship of Ms Sofi Jebasoundaram, Associate
Director, ISRO. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI and other IAFI members participated in the
meeting from Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where he is participating in the 12 th Asia-Pacific Spectrum
Management conference. No new contribution was submitted in the meeting. Shri Sandeep Kumar,
coordinator presented the four old documents regarding Agenda Item- 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4. Chair
requested the participants to submit the contributions latest by 02 nd April, 2026, as last date of
submission to ITU-R WP-4A is 22 nd April, 2026. Shri Bharat Bhatia informed the meeting that IAFI
will submit three contributions by 18 th March, 2026. It was decided that the next meeting of the
NWP-4A1 will be held on 23-03-2026 (Monday) at 1500 Hrs virtually.

Meeting of the National Working Party (NWP) - 4C: The WPC Wing organized a virtual meeting
of the NWP-4C on March 13, 2026. The meeting was chaired by Ms. Sofi Jebasoundaram,
Associate Director of ISRO, and coordinated by Shri Preetam Meena, AWA (IT & SACFA), WPC
Wing. Shri Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI, and Shri Sendil Devar attended the meeting virtually from
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The attendees discussed two documents that were circulated after the
previous meeting on March 6, 2026. IAFI submitted comments on one of the documents, which Shri
Bharat Bhatia presented and explained during the session. The document was discussed in detail
and subsequently agreed upon by the attendees. Both documents will be circulated for final
comments by March 18, 2026. The next and final NWP- 4C meeting will be held on March 21, 2026,
before the documents are forwarded to the NSG.

IAFI letter to Secretary, Telecom regarding reduction of GST on subsea cable: The ITU-APT
Foundation of India (IAFI) has urged the Department of Telecommunications to reduce GST on
submarine cable maintenance and repair services. It argues that the current 18% rate raises
operational costs and risks delays in restoring critical connectivity, through which over 99% of
India’s international internet traffic flows. IAFI proposes a 5% GST within Indian Territorial Waters
and exemption in the Exclusive Economic Zone, citing SLTE’s critical infrastructure status, TRAI
recommendations, and the need for tax parity with maritime MRO services.

IAFI comments/suggestions to TEC regarding MTCTE: The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI)
has submitted recommendations to the Telecommunication Engineering Centre on revising the
MTCTE Procedure v3.0 to align with the Telecommunications Rules, 2025 and emerging
technologies such as 6G and satellite networks. Key proposals include separating software updates
from hardware certification, exempting indigenous R&D prototypes, introducing fast-track
provisional certification for PPDR equipment during emergencies, and streamlining testing for
converged terrestrial–satellite radio units to avoid duplication while supporting innovation and
network security.

TCOE Webinar regarding 6G Standards Activities at ITU and 3GPP: The Telecom Centres of
Excellence (TCOE) India organized a webinar for beneficiaries of the Telecom Technology
Development Fund (TTDF) and Digital Communication Innovation Square (DCIS) focusing on
global 6G standardization and IMT-2030 developments at the ITU and 3GPP. IAFI members
including Shri Jitendra Singh, Head of Govt. Affairs, Qualcomm India & South Asia, Dr. Sendil
Devar, Director, Standardization and Spectrum, Ericsson and Mr. Puneet Rathod, Senior Engineer,
Standards, Qualcomm, as well as speakers TSDSI, and TCOE shared updates on standards,
spectrum studies, and international coordination. The session emphasized aligning India’s
innovation ecosystem with global standards and highlighted the vision of developing an indigenous
6G prototype system by 2029.

IAFI attended NWP-4C meeting regarding WP-4C: NWP-4C Meeting corresponding to Working
Party-4C regarding “Efficient orbit/spectrum utilization for MSS and RDSS” was held on 06-03-2026
in the virtual mode. The meeting considered IAFI contribution on draft CPM text for agenda item
1.13. Some members advocated for only NOC for 2.3 and 2.5 GHz bands. Meeting also discussed
the contributions submitted by ISRO regarding Agenda Item -1.11 and 1.13. including “initial sharing
and compatibility studies between the systems operating in India under the existing MSS
allocations in Region 3 and the envisaged MSS systems for direct connectivity (DC-MSS-IMT) in
the 2.5/2.6 GHz frequency bands”. Consequently, it is proposed to not recommend this band for DC
MSS IMT. for the removal of the entire row pertaining to these studies under the 2 500–2 690 MHz
band to protect existing services. Further technical discussions are scheduled for the next meeting,
tentatively set for 13- 03-2026.

Mobile World Congress (MWC) 2026: Mobile World Congress (MWC) 2026 was held from March
2–5, 2026, in Barcelona, Spain, officially ushered in what the GSMA dubbed "The IQ Era." This
year, the industry shifted its focus from raw hardware specifications to the deep integration of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) across networks, devices, and enterprise ecosystems. The Indian
delegation, led by Hon’ble Union Minister Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia, played a pivotal role at the
event. A major highlight was the Bharat Pavilion, which featured 40 Indian companies showcasing
indigenous telecom manufacturing, 5G stacks, and 6G research capabilities. In his keynote
address, "Breaking the Cost Barrier," Shri Scindia articulated India’s vision for making digital
connectivity universally affordable and inclusive. He emphasized that India is no longer just a
consumer of technology but a "builder" of secure, cloud-native stacks. On the global stage, India
announced that the 10th edition of India Mobile Congress (IMC-26) will be held from October 7–10,
2026, at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. This milestone edition is expected to further cement India’s
position as a global hub for AI-native networks and future-ready digital ecosystems.

Media Showcase: Following Items relating to IAFI were covered in the media

1. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) has recently urged the Department of
Telecommunications to speed up in-principle approvals for NGSO (Non-Geostationary Orbit)
satellite services, highlighting that delays—sometimes over a year—are slowing deployment and
affecting India’s competitiveness in satellite broadband. Shri Bharat B. Bhatia, President, IAFI,
emphasized: “The industry momentum for satellite broadband in India is strong; however, delays
in principal clearances are holding back progres Read More

2. The ITU-APT Foundation of India organized its third workshop on preparatory studies for the
World Radiocommunication Conference 2027 on March 17, 2026, at Le Méridien New Delhi.
The workshop convened around 100 participants from government, industry, academia, and
international organizations to deliberate on key spectrum and satellite agenda items shaping
future global radiocommunication policies.Addressing the session, Rudra Narayan Palai,
Member (Technology), Department of Telecommunications, Read More

3. The ITU-APT Foundation of India hosted a high-level workshop in New Delhi on March 17,
2026, bringing together over 100 experts from government, industry, legal, and technology
sectors to address the growing threat of cyber frauds and digital arrests. Delivering the welcome
address, Bharat Bhatia, President IAFI, highlighted the alarming rise in scam calls and so-called
“digital arrests,” where fraudsters impersonate law enforcement agencies using advanced tools
like voice cloning and deepfakes Read More

4. The ITU-APT Foundation of India welcomed the 24 Feb 2026 spectrum auction
recommendations issued by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India for 4G and 5G services.
Bharat Bhatia, President IAFI, said the proposals signal a major shift from treating spectrum as
short-term revenue to recognizing it as a foundation for India’s long-term digital growth. Read
More

5. IAFI has welcomed the Government of India’s decision to delicence the lower 6 GHz band for
Wi-Fi use, calling it a significant policy step to strengthen India’s digital connectivity ecosystem.
Bharat Bhatia, President, IAFI, said the move will complement the ongoing 5G rollout, enhance
readiness for future 6G technologies, improve indoor broadband experience, and enable high-
speed Wi-Fi in homes and offices—supporting the objectives of National Broadband Mission
2.0. Read More

6. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) highlighted spectrum challenges affecting India’s
20,000-crore emergency response plan, particularly the difficulty of vacating the 800 MHz band
for public safety networks. The issue was outlined by Mr. Bharat B. Bhatia, President, IAFI, as
reported by Mint. IAFI continues to collaborate with policymakers and industry to enable robust
and resilient emergency communications across India. These efforts are crucial to ensuring
reliable broadband connectivity Read More

7. The 5th International Spectrum Management Conference (ISMC-25), organized by ITU-APT
Foundation of India (IAFI), took place on December 15-16, 2025, at The Claridges, New Delhi. It
was inaugurated by TRAI Chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti and ITU Radiocommunication Bureau
Director Mario Maniewicz, with IAFI President Bharat Bhatia welcoming global thought leaders.
Discussions centered on India's spectrum policies, WRC-27 preparations, 6G IMT spectrum,
satellite communications, AI-driven spectrum manage Read More

8. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) urges the government to swiftly delicense the lower 6
GHz band (5925–6425 MHz) to fuel India’s leadership in AI, smart manufacturing, and
immersive digital technologies. This spectrum supports next-generation Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7,
offering ultra-fast speeds, low latency, and support for dense device connectivity essential for
modern digital services. Aligning India with over 100 countries that have already delicensed this
band, the move will accelerate digi Read More

9. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) supports auctioning the upper 6 GHz and 7 GHz bands
for India’s 6G rollout, calling them vital to the nation’s 6G vision. IAFI urges TRAI to rethink
traditional auctions, citing declining operator interest and poor 2024 auction results (only 1.34%
spectrum sold). It recommends including contiguous spectrum up to 8400 MHz to enable ultra-
broadband connectivity and align with global shifts toward more innovation-friendly spectrum
policies. Read More

10. IAFI continues to champion India’s leadership in telecom and ICT innovation worldwide. Its
President, Mr. Bharat B Bhatia, emphasizes the urgent need for clear SATCOM and 6GHz
spectrum policies to sustain India’s AI and 6G competitiveness. Speaking from Geneva while
chairing the 6G standards meeting, he highlighted risks from policy delays on 6GHz and
nonGSO satellites. Swift action is crucial to unlock innovation in AI, blockchain, and rural
connectivity. Read More

11. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) commends the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) for releasing the draft Telecommunications Rules, 2025 (GSR 606E) under the Telecom
Act, 2023—a crucial milestone in shaping India’s telecom future. IAFI urges DoT to align the
new authorisation framework with TRAI’s recommendations to promote transparency,
inclusiveness, and innovation. These reforms promise to strengthen India’s digital ecosystem
and regulatory clarity. Read More

12. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) respectfully appeals to Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra Modi
Ji to expedite delicensing of the lower 6GHz band(5925–6425 MHz) for unlicensed WiFi use.
This vital spectrum will boost WiFi6E/7 deployment and accelerate India’s AI, IoT, and digital
innovation ecosystem. Timely action will ensure India’s leadership in the global technology race.
Empowering access to this spectrum will drive inclusive growth and digital empowerment across
the nation. Read More

13. IAFI Urges Prompt Delicensing of Lower 6 GHz Band. The ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI)
has urged the Minister of Communications to promptly delicense the lower 6 GHz band (5925–
6425 MHz) to boost innovation, local manufacturing, and exports. Despite a Gazette notification
in May 2025, the final rules are still pending, risking economic losses of up to ?12.7 lakh crore
annually and missing out on global opportunities worth $4 trillion. IAFI emphasized that timely
delicensing is critical for Read More

14. We are proud to share that Mr. Bharat B Bhatia, President of the ITU-APT FOUNDATION OF
INDIA (IAFI), has been nominated as Chair of the Editorial Committee for the APT Conference
Preparatory Group for WRC-27 (APG-27), from the Republic of India. This prestigious
nomination—made on the recommendation of the Heads of Delegation during the 2nd Meeting
of APG27 (APG27-2)—recognizes the role of Editorial Committee Chair as being equivalent to
Vice Chair of the Plenary. The proposal, formally moved by Read More

15. TRAI Chairman Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti, speaking at ISPC-25 in New Delhi, highlighted the vital
role of satellite communication in bridging India’s digital divide and advancing national inclusion
goals. He emphasized TRAI’s balanced recommendations, including a 4% AGR fee for satellite
spectrum use, to support industry growth. Lahoti also stressed the importance of non-terrestrial
networks (NTNs) in enabling nationwide connectivity and achieving UN SDGs. Read More

16. India’s Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has highlighted satellite internet as a key
solution for expanding connectivity in rural and remote regions, where laying traditional networks
like fiber or microwave is challenging. With 100% FDI permitted in the sector, DoT is promoting
telecom manufacturing under the upcoming Telecom Policy 2025. Satellite services are
expected to grow as devices shrink and become more smartphone-compatible. Read More

Links to our Activities & Programmes

1) Shri Amit Agrawal, IAS, Chairman, DCC & Secretary (Telecom), Department of
Telecommunications for Urgent Review of Draft Guidelines on NOC for Use of Indian Gateways
by Foreign Operators

2) Dr. Prafulla Kumar Jain, Director, Program Management & Authorization Directorate (PMAD),
IN-SPACe Headquarters Department of Space, Government of India for Position on Draft
Telecommunications (Authorisation for Provision of Main Telecommunication Services) to ensure
Alignment with International Standards for Satellite-based IoT under Internet Service
Authorisation

3) Shri Amit Agrawal, Chairman, DCC & Secretary (Telecom), Department of
Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications for Position on Draft Telecommunications
(Authorisation for Provision of Main Telecommunication Services) to ensure Alignment with
International Standards for Satellite-based IoT under Internet Service Authorisation

4) Shri Amit Agrawal, Chairman DCC and Secretary (Telecom) Department of
Telecommunications for Request to Expedite In-Principle Clearance & Other Approvals for NGSO
Networks

5) Shri Amit Agrawal, IAS, Chairman (DCC) and Secretary (DoT), Ministry of Communications,
Government of India for Request for streamlining SACFA Clearance Procedures

6) Shri Amit Agrawal, IAS, Chairman (DCC) and Secretary (DoT), Ministry of Communications,
Government of India for Request for GST Rate Rationalization on Submarine Cable Repair &
Maintenance Services within Indian Territorial Waters (ITW) and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

7) TShri Amit Agrawal, IAS, Chairman (DCC) and Secretary (DoT), Ministry of Communications,
Government of India for Request for Expedited Implementation of TRAI Recommendations
regarding Assignment and Pricing of Microwave Backhaul Spectrum.

8) Dr. Devvrat Tyagi, CG-1, IT & Telecom Division, NITI Aayog, Sansad Marg, New Delhi –
110001 for IAFI Submits Comments to NITI Aayog on Jan Vishwas Siddhant Draft

9) The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi Ji, Government of India, New Delhi for
Urgent Appeal to Expedite Delicensing of the Lower 6 GHz Band to Secure India's Al Leadership
and Digital Future.

10) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Prompt delicensing of the 5925–6425 MHz
Band for immediate Indoor Wi-Fi use and support innovation and "Make in India”.

11) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments/suggestions on the Draft National
Telecom Policy (NTP), 2025, circulated by the Policy Section of DoT on 24-07-2025.

12) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments/suggestions on the DoT Notification
No. G.S.R.- 411(E), regarding draft Telecommunications (Telecom Cyber Security) Rules, 2024,
issued on 24-06-2025.

13) Letter to The Joint Secretary (Telecom) Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications, Government of India for IAFI comments on the DoT Notification No. G.S.R.316
(E) – Lower 6GHz Wi-Fi

14) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Delicensing the 5925–6425
MHz Band to Support Innovation and Make in India

15) Letter to Wireless Advisor to the Government of India, Department of Telecommunications
(DoT), Ministry of Communications, Government of India , Shri V J Christopher for Request for
Consideration of Allowing Lower Size Antennas less than 1.2 M in the Lower Ku-Band (13.75-14
GHz)

16) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Spectrum Allocation for 6G in India

17) Letter to Hon’ble Minister of Communications and Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India, Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia for Urgent Need for Spectrum Assignment and
Regulatory Clarity for Satellite Services

IAFI MEMBERSHIP
ITU-APT Foundation of India (IAFI) is a non-profit, non-political, non-partisan Industry foundation
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, 1960. IAFI has been working for the
last 22 years with the prime objective of encouraging the involvement of professionals, corporate,
pubic/private sector industries, R&D organizations, academic institutions, and such other agencies
engaged in the development of the Indian Telecom sector. The members of IAFI are corporate
members are 29 and individual members to 150 making a total of 179 members. The EC also
emphasized on the Creation of a new member category for academia and a campaign to register
Eminent educational institutes as members. The benefits provided to the members include an
invitation to all the events of the Foundation which include: Training programs, seminars,
workshops, etc. conducted by the society on a complimentary basis. Besides, EC Members will
also have access to information related to ITU and APT and other telecom journals where members
can subscribe. Members are further eligible to participate in ITU-T, ITU-D, and APT activities. The
individual Membership Fee of IAFI has been reversed to the previous fee that was applicable since
the beginning. Please click: Membership details

Partners Association

Activities in our focus areas during October to December 2025

Mobile communications experts at the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) have agreed on
the performance requirements for IMT-2030, also known as 6G.
The draft requirements, adopted by consensus by a key ITU expert group in February, mark a major
step forward in shaping the next generation of wireless connectivity and communication systems.
Working Party 5D, part of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R), finalized these as unified
requirements to evaluate the 6G radio interfaces, with formal approval expected to follow when the
parent study group meets in December.
IMT-2030 builds on the existing standards for today’s 5G networks (designated at ITU as IMT-2020)
with enhanced capabilities envisaged to support more advanced, immersive user experiences and
novel forms of collaboration.

The 1st Meeting of the Correspondence Group for the Strategic Plan of the Asia-Pacific
Telecommunity for 2027–2029 (CGSP-1) was successfully held from 16 to 18 March 2026 in a fully
virtual modality via the Zoom platform. The meeting was attended by 70 participants, including
representatives from 18 APT Members, 1 Affiliate Member, and the APT Secretariat. The
Correspondence Group comprises 62 nominated experts from 21 APT Member administrations,
reflecting strong regional engagement and commitment to shaping APT’s future strategic direction.
The primary objective of the meeting was to review the initial draft of the APT Strategic Plan for
2027–2029 which had been prepared by APT Secretariat, considering inputs from Members against
the initial draft. The participants engaged in constructive discussions to develop the first
consolidated draft of the Strategic Plan, which will be circulated to APT Members for further
comments and refinement.
During the meeting, the Group discussed key strategic priorities and emerging challenges facing
the Asia-Pacific region, in line with the Tokyo Statement from the APT Ministerial Meeting 2025 and
initiated the drafting of the Strategic Plan in close consultation with Members and with support from
the APT Secretariat. These deliberations provided a strong foundation for a forward-looking and
inclusive Strategic Plan aligned with regional needs and developments in telecommunications and
ICT.
The Correspondence Group will continue its work through correspondence throughout 2026. The
draft Strategic Plan will be circulated to the Members for further input and subsequently submitted
to the Preparatory Meeting for the 17th Session of the APT General Assembly (GA-17) later this
year.

Union Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said India is now sitting at the global standard-
setting table for 6G technology, marking what he described as a historic shift in the country's
telecom journey. Speaking at the News18 Rising Bharat Summit 2026, Scindia underlined how
India has moved from being a technology adopter to becoming a key participant in shaping next-
generation telecom standards. “On 6G, the Prime Minister set the goal. The Bharat 6G Alliance,
which is a group of companies across the entire value chain, has grown from 15 members to over
100,” Scindia said. He added that India has forged partnerships with similar 6G alliances in 30
countries. “India is on that standard-setting table for the first time. We are on that table as 6G gets
rolled out,” he said.

On TRAI has tightened its anti-spam regime, directing telecom operators to act on artificial
intelligence-generated spam alerts within hours and share this data across networks through the
industry’s blockchain-based platform. The move is aimed at closing enforcement gaps in the
existing unsolicited commercial communication (UCC) framework, where operators have so far
relied largely on customer complaints and passive spam warnings, despite deploying AI/ML filters at
the network level. The regulator’s latest direction requires telcos to operationalise near real-time
data sharing and coordinated follow-up whenever their AI systems flag a number as a suspected
spammer, especially in cases involving unregistered telemarketers.
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