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• ITU

• Indian Engagement
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• WTSA 2016

• Future areas for discussion

• New waves towards 2020

• Potential areas for consideration
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International 
Texts
• Basic Texts (Constitution, Convention, ARs)

• Budapest Convention (2001)

• UNIDROIT conventions (2000)

• WSIS declarations – Geneva Action Plan, 
Tunis Agenda   (2003, 2005)

• Administrative Regulations (ITR, PP, WRC)

• Summit level Conferences Outcome 
Documents / Acts

• Addis Ababa Action Agenda (Third 
International Conference on Financing for 
Development) (2015)

• Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development

• WSIS+10 High Level Review (2015)

• BRICS ICT Development Agenda and 
Action Plan (2016)

Need to Develop Competencies in 

•2000 + Resolutions
•50 + Administrative Regulations & 
Conference Documents
•Tens of thousands of provisions  
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ITU
APT

Academia

Industry

Other 
Departments

Organizations

TSDSI, CDOT, 
CDAC

Sector 
Members and 
Associations Indian 

Stakeholders

ASEAN

SAARC

BRICS

EU

ITSO*

IMSO*

Intersputnik

?

*International Telecommunications Satellite Organization; *International 
Maritime Satellite Organization ; Commonwealth Telecom Organization
Contributions – 23 Cr ITU, 0.4 Cr APT, 0.2 Cr CTO, 1.3 Cr travel expenses

3GPP

1M2M

1. Targeted engagement
2. Global visibility for 

Digital India
3. ICT Standardization
4. Ques and mapping of 

New technologies
5. Indian Products 

abroad
6. Capacity building for 

Indian institutions
7. One stop proactive 

repository of best 
practices

8. Indian voice on new 
platforms

?

C
T
O

Objectives

Transformation from ‘event 

driven activity’ to ‘objective 

oriented engagement’

MULTILATERAL ENGAGEMENT

23 Cr

0.4 Cr

0.2 Cr

1.3 Cr

LANDSCAPE
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ITU Convention – Article 13: WTSA
World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly

1 In accordance with No. 104 of the Constitution, a world telecommunication standardization assembly shall be convened to consider specific 
matters related to telecommunication standardization.

1 bis) The world telecommunication standardization assembly is authorized to adopt the working methods and procedures for the management of 
the Sector’s activities in accordance with No. 145A of the Constitution.

2 The questions to be studied by a world telecommunication standardization assembly, on which recommendations shall be issued, shall be those 
adopted pursuant to its own procedures or referred to it by the Plenipotentiary Conference, any other conference, or the Council.

3 In accordance with No. 104 of the Constitution, the assembly shall:

a) consider the reports of study groups prepared in accordance with No. 194 of this Convention and approve, modify or reject draft 
recommendations contained in those reports, and consider the reports of the telecommunication standardization advisory group in accordance 
with Nos. 197H and 197I of this Convention;

b) bearing in mind the need to keep the demands on the resources of the Union to a minimum, approve the programme of work arising from the 
review of existing questions and new questions and determine the priority, urgency, estimated financial implications and time-scale for the 
completion of their study;

c) decide, in the light of the approved programme of work derived from No. 188 above, on the need to maintain, terminate or establish study 
groups and allocate to each of them the questions to be studied;

d) group, as far as practicable, questions of interest to the developing countries to facilitate their participation in these studies;

e) consider and approve the report of the Director on the activities of the Sector since the last conference.

f) decide on the need to maintain, terminate or establish other groups and appoint their chairmen and vicechairmen;

g) establish the terms of reference for the groups referred to in No. 191A above; such groups shall not adopt questions or recommendations.

4 A world telecommunication standardization assembly may assign specific matters within its competence to the telecommunication 
standardization advisory group indicating the action required on those matters.
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Process

Partnerships
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WTSA Outcomes
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New Waves towards 
2020
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Strategy for Indian Participation in Standards 
and Study Group Activities

Articulate Vision, Specific Areas, Outcomes, Timelines in T and R of ITU and other 
Standards / technical platforms

Strengths

Relevance

Potential

Prepare Roadmap for each Study Group

Specific Study Questions

Key stakeholders in 
Industry,  Academia, Users

Structure of Linkages and 
Adaption

Institutional Structures

Action

Team Resources Participate Host Debrief
Communi-

cation

Standards-R&D-Innovation Division, 
DoT

TSDSI
India

APT Prep
ITU
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AI for Disaster Risk Reduction

Qol & Smart Agriculture

Smart tourism

New & Emerging Technologies



AI for Disaster Risk Reduction

• To study the existing AI-based technologies for 
disaster risk reduction (DRR) and management; 

• To explore the role of AI in DRR decision-making and 
capacity building

• To establish relationships with other international 
organisations which contribute to the development  
and implementation of DRR guidelines;

• To support the ongoing efforts for the 
implementation of the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) and SDG 2.4

• To identify challenges in the standardization 
activities for the utilization of AI for DRR activities.

UNEP 
(PEDRR)

WMO

UNHCR

Potential partners

ITU-T Study Group 16 ITU-T Study Group 2
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Smart Agriculture

• Develop methodologies relating to the integration of ICTs 
in smart farming and animal husbandry 

• Establishing liaisons with other organizations which could 
contribute to the standardization activities relating to 
smart agriculture

• Foster the development of strategies and best practices 
related to policies and standards to help national 
government deliver smart agriculture services. 

• Identify potential barriers in the use of ICTs in agriculture 
in developing countries

• To examine the concept of smart agriculture in line with 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• To study and produce a gap analysis of standardization in 
the domain of smart agriculture and food production 
lines to improve the quality of life 

Over 50 Universities in 
India

ITU-T Study Group 16
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Smart Tourism

• To identify requirements for smart tourism to improve QoL;
• To identify existing standards (if any) and existing work that are related to 

the requirements for the designation of smart destinations; 
• To analyse the intelligent digital administration and government-

citizenship cooperation needed for smart tourism 
• To study issues relating to habitat and technological planning to support 

smart tourism
• To study and review the existing terminology and e-services related to the 

concept of smart tourism
• To boost collaboration among ITU-T Study Groups, in particular SG16, SG5, 

SG11, SG20, SG13, SG15, SG16 and SG17, ITU-R, ITU-D and relevant 
organizations.

ITU-T Study Group 16
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Thanks
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With Acknowledgements to
ITU, other Web sources, Experts for the content

25


