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WTSA is the primary meeting of the ITU Telecommunication
Standardization Sector (ITU-T). While WTSA is a non-treaty level
conference, the recommendations and resolutions that are approved
shape the future direction of the Telecommunication Standardization

Sector and can set new precedents that the ITU can later reference for
an even more expansive role.

The forthcoming World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly
(WTSA-20) of the ITU would be convened in Hyderabad, India, for a
duration of nine working days from 17 to 27 November 2020. The WTSA
develops standardization programme for the next 4 years. A
communication from ITU is enclosed herewith.

It is important that the four-year work program that will be defined at
WTSA-20 helps and supports India’s Telecom standardization initiatives

A brief on APT (Asia Pacific Telecommunity) preparatory process for
WTSA 2020 is given below. ITU-APT Foundation and Telecom
Engineering Centre (TEC) of the DOT are actively working on
contributions for the APT preparatory process and also for WTSA. A
copy of the proceedings of the 2016 conference is enclosed with various
resolutions.

Considering this opportunity to contribute for the standardization
programme of ITU for the next 4 years, All members are encouraged to
provide contributions for the WTSA preparatory process.

APT Preparatory Group for ITU World Telecommunication
Standardization Assembly 2020 (APT WTSA-20)

Introduction



The APT Preparatory Group for ITU World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (APT-WTSA) is to
assist the APT Members to prepare for the ITU World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) in
coordinating issues of regional interest and preparing coordinated regional contributions to the Assembly.

Objectives

The main objective of APT WTSA is to organize coordinated regional activities for WTSA to ensure that the
interests of APT Members on the telecommunication standardization issues are properly represented. These
activities include, but not limited, to:

a) assist APT members to prepare for the WTSAs in coordinating issues of regional interest and the submission
of regional contributions to the Assembly;

b) develop proposals from APT members that considers the interests of the Asia-Pacific region as inputs for
WTSASs;

c) assist APT members during the WTSAs.

Terms of Reference
The Terms of Reference of the APT-WTSA are as follows:

a) To hold meetings during a preparatory cycle of WTSA;

b) To establish necessary Working Methods including Structures of the Preparatory Group, Output Documents
Approval Procedure and Guidelines on representation of the APT in other regions’ preparatory meetings, in line
with the APT practices, and for the effective delivery of the objectives of the Group. The Working Methods of the
Group are to be approved by the Management Committee of the APT;

c) To identify and study issues associated with the agenda of the WTSA taking into account, where appropriate,
the developments on the decisions of the previous WTSAs and relevant decisions of the PP, ITU Council and the
ITU Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group;

d) To develop Preliminary APT Common Proposals (PACPs) and any other appropriate documents on the
agenda items of the WTSA, in accordance with the APT’s Documents Framework;

e) To develop APT Positions as may be required on issues for consideration at the WTSA and on proposals from
other regions to the WTSA,;

f) To develop APT Views as may be required on issues for preparation for the WTSA to be submitted to ITU
TSAG or ITU-T Study Groups, if deemed necessary;

g) To represent APT in other regions’ preparatory meetings;

h) To review the preparatory work of other regions and to undertake coordination with these regions if deemed
necessary;

i) To arrange coordination meetings during the WTSA for the APT Members attending the WTSA and provide
collaborative support and guidance for the APT Common Proposals presented at the WTSA;

j) To report the activities and the progress of the work of the Group to the Management Committee on an annual
basis as necessary.

Structure

The APT-WTSA consists of the Plenary, a Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Working Groups and a Steering
Committee.

Working Group 1 (WG1): ITU-T Working Methods
WG1 considers the activities related to the Working Methods of ITU-T. Proposed Terms of reference of WG1 are:

e To identify the issues and consideration of the proposals related to the Working Methods of ITU-T for
implementation of the ITU work program to strengthen cooperation between ITU-T and other SDOs, and
intra-ITU collaboration and coordination;

e To review the proposals regarding the ITU-T Resolutions and ITU-T A-Series Recommendations and
other issues related to the Working Methods of ITU-T;



To consider any other issues assigned by the Plenary or referred to the Group by other APT
Preparatory Groups.

Working Group 2 (WG2): ITU-T Work Organization

WG2 considers the activities related to the organization of work of ITU-T such as the structure of ITU-T Study
Groups to be studied in ITU-T and TSAG. Proposed Terms of reference of WG2 are:

To consider proposals on the programme and organization of the work of ITU-T consistence with ITU-T
strategies and priorities;

To identify issues and considerations of the proposals related to the structure of ITU-T Study Groups;

To consider proposals related to the review the Questions for study, allocation of the Questions and the
actions required for further processing;

To review the proposals regarding the ITU-T Resolutions and Recommendations related to the Working
Organizations of ITU-T;

To consider any other issues assigned by the Plenary or referred to the Group by other APT
Preparatory Groups.

Working Group 3 (WG3): Regulatory/Policy and Standardization Related Issues

WG3 considers the standardization related issues such as Regulatory/Policy, Strategic Plan and ITU-T operation
issues other than the Working Methods and Work Organization of ITU-T. Proposed Terms of reference of WG3

To identify issues and consider proposals on area of the strategic standardization ;
To identify issue and consider proposals related to the particular need of the developing countries and
bridging standardization gap;

To review the proposals regarding the ITU-T Resolutions and Recommendations related to Regulation/
Policy and Standardization related issues;
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